
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.05.23 
DATE: Friday May 23, 2008 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Pantla Beach, 12 miles 
(20 km) the resort town of Zihuatanejo 
and 150 miles (240km) from Acapulco, 
Mexico.  
 
NAME: Osvaldo Mata Valdovinos  
DESCRIPTION: He was a 21-year-old 
male, a student at a nearby university. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, May 19, 
2008. Third Quarter, May 27 , 2008.  
ENVIRONMENT: Pantla beach is six 
miles from Troncones beach where 
American tourist Adrian Ruiz was killed 
by a shark on April 28, 2008. Pantla and 
Troncones beaches are around 150 
miles from Acapulco, Mexico's best-
known Pacific resort and a magnet for 
some six million Mexican and foreign 
tourists each year.  
 
Zihuatanejo's civil protection director, 
Jaime Vazquez, said surfers at Pantla 
beach saw fins in the sea shortly before 
the attack. Officials blame the new influx 
of sharks in the area on climate change. 
“We brought shark specialists to the area and the first thing they said was that (the animals' 
presence) could be because of cold water currents caused by climate change,” said 
Guerrero state's environment minister, Sabas de la Rosa.  
 
NARRATIVE: Osvaldo was surfing with friends. A witness to that attack said the surfer was 
sitting on his surfboard when the shark bit his hand and then pulled him underwater.   

“He raised his hand and screamed, and that was when his hand and right leg were bitten,” 
said Jorge Duque Valle, who witnessed the accident. “Osvaldo went under. He was under 
water for a while and then he emerged bleeding. Afterwards, he tried to get out of the water 
but couldn't.” Osvaldo’s friends paddled him back to shore, a few yards away, but he lost 
consciousness and died before medics arrived. 

INJURY: Fatal. The shark severed his hand and bit his right leg twice. The shark broke 
Mata's femur, left a 12-inch (30-cm) wound in his thigh, and severed his femoral artery, 
causing him to bleed to death. 
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SPECIES: "Two witnesses, his friends who were swimming with him, told us they saw a 
two-metre (6-foot) shark attack him and pull him underwater," a police spokeswoman for the 
state of Guerrero said.  
 
SOURCES: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/storypage.aspx?StoryId=119493, ABS-CBN 
News Online, 
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSN2430753720080524?pageNumber=2&virtual
BrandChannel=0&sp=true 
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