
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.04.03 
DATE: Thursday April 3, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean just south of Ponce de Leon Inlet's south jetty at 
New Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
29.1ºN, 81ºW  
 
NAME: Joey Giangrasso  
DESCRIPTION: He is an 18-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 11h47, New Smyrna Beach recorded 
mostly cloudy skies and visibility of eight miles [12.9 km]. 
The air temperature was 75.2ºF [24ºC], dew point 69.8ºF 
[21ºC], humidity 83%, sea level pressure 30.20 inches 
[1022.6 hPa] and wind direction was East at 8.1 mph [13 
km/h]. At 12h47, the weather conditions were mostly the 
same except for the temperature which had risen to 77ºF 
[25ºC], humidity dropped to 78%, and wind direction 
shifted to ENE at 8.1 mph [13 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, April 5, 2008 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: The surfer said he had seen a couple 
of sharks earlier.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 feet to 400 feet  
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: 12h00? 
 
NARRATIVE: Joey Giangrasso had just ridden a wave inshore and stood up in the waist-
deep water when the shark grabbed him. "I thought he was just going to hit me and leave, 
but he like held on for a second when I went to pull out he clamped on a little harder and 
shook his head," he said. "And that's when I like reached down in the water and tried to 
grab or push or do whatever I could. He finally let go." The shark swam away and was not 
seen again. 
 

Some locals helped the injured surfer to where lifeguards bandaged his foot before he was 
taken by private car to the hospital. 
 
INJURY: The surfer’s right foot and ankle sustained lacerations. They consisted of a "very 
deep," five-inch gash "to the top of the foot where it meets the shin, as well as lacerations 
around the back of the ankle, and other cuts farther up the leg". According to medical 
personnel, the shark’s teeth missed a major artery by a half-millimeter.  
 
TREATMENT: The surfer’s wounds were sutured at Bert Fish Medical Center in New 
Smyrna Beach. 
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SPECIES: Not identified 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Global Shark Accident File. 
 
ADDITIONAL SOURCE: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDoDLZgKJZA 
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