
ACTIVITY: Wading 
CASE: GSAF 2008.03.25 
DATE: Tuesday March 25, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean at Palm Beach Shores, Florida, 
USA.  
 
NAME: Nick Canganelli 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 15-year-old male from 
Mayfield, Ohio, a student at Mayfield High 
School. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 86% of the 
Moon was illuminated. Last Quarter, March 29, 
2008. 
ENVIRONMENT: Palm Beach Shores police said public beaches were closed because 
sharks had been spotted near shore feeding on schools of fish in shallow waters. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: “A few feet from shore.”  
DEPTH OF WATER: Knee-deep 
 
NARRATIVE: The Canganelli family of six flew to Palm Beach just before Easter for a short 
vacation. Over the weekend, Nick and his three siblings were often in the water up to their 
chests. The Marriott hotel where they stayed at Palm Beach Shores warned guests about 
going in the water but mostly because of rough waves, which Nick and his brothers had fun 
riding in a raft. When schools of small fish came near shore, Nick said, he and his brothers 
tried to catch them by hand.  
 

His brother Anthony ran ashore for a pail and told their mother he had seen a dolphin catch 
a fish. Then Nick, up to his knees in water, felt a bite he compared to a bad dog bite. The 
shark made a single bite. "When I turned around to look, I saw the fin out of the water and 
this gray thing swam away," he said.  
 

"It was instantaneous; it happened so fast I didn't even know how to react," said Canganelli, 
"I didn't even know until a surfer near by said dude, you just got bit by a shark."  
 
 INJURY: The wound is on the boy’s shin and is round, about the size of an orange. Police 
and paramedics confirmed the incident but could not verify the bite was from a shark since 
they did not see it. Police classified the injury as "minor."  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Canganelli says his leg bled heavily as he made his way to 
shore. He was rushed to the hospital where his injury was repaired with 12 sutures. 
Canganelli is expected to make a full recovery.  
 
SPECIES: His brother and a nearby surfer saw the shark and estimated it was about six 
feet in length. Doctors at a hospital later told him it was probably a spinner shark. 
 
SOURCES: The Plain Dealer (Cleveland, OH), April 1, 2008, et al 
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