
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.01.10 
DATE: January 10, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean at Playalinda Beach, Brevard County, Florida, 
USA. 
28°39'53"N, 80°38'21"W  
 
NAME: Jordan Marsden  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 20-year-old male. 
SURFBOARD: The surfer was using a trifin surfboard. 
The undersurface of the board was white with black 
fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, January 8, 2008 
ENVIRONMENT: Playalinda Beach, part of the 
Canaveral National Seashore, is on a barrier Island 
separated from the mainland by the Indian River. The 
barrier island is a thin ribbon of sand lying between the 
Atlantic Ocean and Mosquito Lagoon. In some places it is no more than 100 yards wide. 
Unlike many barrier islands with primary and secondary dunes, Playalinda has only a single 
dune.  
 
NARRATIVE: Marsden says he attempted to push off the ocean floor but he was too deep 
in the water to hit the ground. He says when he pushed down, the shark came up from 
underneath and bit his foot. “It felt like my foot got run over by a car, at first, and there was a 
lot of pressure and I put my foot down and then I jerked away,” he said. The surfer pulled 
away and the shark let go. 
 
INJURY: “Layered teeth marks that wrapped around his ankle,” according to Florida Today, 
however, photographs from Channel 9 News indicate the bite was to Marsden’s left foot. 
 
SPECIES: Chief Ranger Eric Lugo says Marsden likely was bitten by either a sand shark or 
a blacktip shark. On X-ray, doctors found two small teeth in the surfer’s foot. 
 
SOURCES: Florida Today 
http://www.mysuncoast.com/Global/story.asp?S=7749413&nav=menu577_2_1 
Channel 9 News WFTV.com. 
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Jordan Marsden 



Tooth fragments recovered from Marsden’s left foot during surgery 

Marsden’s surfboard 
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