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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.12.10 
DATE: Monday December 10, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place at a surf spot 
known as Walls in Waialua Bay, O’ahu, Hawaii, 
USA.  
21.6°N, 158.1°W  
 
NAME: Valentino Ramirez 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 52-year-old male and has 
been surfing for 40 years. He is assistant-to-the-
director at Kamakakuokalani Center for Hawaiian 
Studies, University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
SURFBOARD: A 6' Campbell Brothers Five-Fin.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 10h53, Lihue recorded mostly 
cloudy skies and visibility of 10 miles [16.1 km]. The 
air temperature was 75°F [23.9°C], dew point 
66.9°F [19.4°C], humidity 76%, sea level pressure 
30.06 inches [1017.9 hPa], and wind direction was 
North at 11.5 mph [18.5 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, 
December 9, 2007 
SEA CONDITIONS: The incident took 
place near a river mouth after a rain. 
“The water out there has been murky 
to muddy for more than a month,” 
said Mr. Ramierez. “We've had a lot 
of Kona storms and Kaiaka Bay, 
which drains the largest watershed in 
Hawaii, is just to the west, and any 
swell from the west pulls the dirty 
water over to Walls. On Monday, the 
water was still green/brown and there 
was a foot or two of visibility.  I could 
see my hands while paddling but not 
the bottom.” Low tide was at 10h07. 
ENVIRONMENT: “That part of Waialua Bay and Walls especially is a sharky place,” said 
Ramirez. “This is at least the seventh time I've seen a shark at Walls in the last 20 years. 
I've seen sharks at Lanis, in Waikiki, in Mokuleia, at Ewa Beach, Barbers Point and on the 
West Side, but Walls by far is where I've seen the most.”   
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards or more. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to ten feet 
TIME: “Just before 11h00” 
 
NARRATIVE: Valentino Ramirez was resting on his surfboard: 
“Then I started to go backward through the water with a lot of speed and force. The shark 
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was pulling me around clockwise and shaking me from side to side, just thrashing the 
water. The tail of my board was lower than the nose and at one point I was down in the 
water to my waist.”   
 
“I was trying to figure out how to make the shark stop. To get more control of the board, I 
slid off the left side with my chest on the deck and gripped the right rail. That's when I 
saw the dorsal, which was out of the water, narrow and about a foot high, and two to 
three feet of its back, which was grey. [The shark] seemed to really want the board, so I 
slid completely off into the water and watched the board going up and down and back 
and forth. It didn't seem like a big shark. The thrashing stopped and the board popped 
forward. I swam over to the board, got on, noticed my leash had been cut in half, then 
paddled out to tell my friends what had happened.”   
 

INJURY: No injury 
 
DAMAGE TO SURFBOARD: “I thought the shark had gotten its teeth only into the bottom 
of the board, but I just found two punctures on the deck about a foot up from the tail,” said 
Mr. Ramirez. “At some point it had the whole tail in its mouth. The bite was fairly shallow, 
though, and a little resin in the pukas will get the board back in the water. The bite is about 
11" wide.” 
 
SPECIES: Randy Honebrink from the state DLNR Shark Task Force examined the 
surfboard and determined the tooth impressions match those of a tiger shark. Researchers 
at GSAF agreed with Mr. Honebrink based on similarities of the tooth impressions made by 
six- to eight-foot tiger sharks in other cases in our files. 
 
SOURCES: Valentino Ramirez 
 

Honolulu Advertiser, December 12, 2007. 
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Teeth marks are visible on the surfboard  



Weather at Waialua on December 10, 2007 
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