
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.11.08 
DATE: Thursday November 8, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
at Wategos Beach, Byron Bay, New 
South Wales, Australia. 
28°38'2"S, 153°38'14"E  
 
NAME: Craig Evans 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 38-year-old 
male, a local surfer who has been 
surfing for more than 20 years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h00, Ballina 
recorded air temperature of 67°F 
[19°C], dew point 64°F [18°C], 
humidity 86%, sea level pressure 
30.04 inches [1017 hPa], and wind 
direction was SSW at 16.1 mph 
[25.9 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, 
November 10, 2007 
ENVIRONMENT: Lifeguards in the 
popular North Coast tourist resort 
have confirmed four encounters with 
a large shark over the past month, this incident is the most recent of the four.  Northern 
NSW Lifeguard coordinator Stephen Leahy said the amount of shark activity off Byron Bay 
was unusually high. On November 3, 2007, two large sharks were feeding on a humpback 
juvenile whale carcass only 150 metres off Main Beach. In mid-October, Linda Whitehurst 
was knocked from her surf ski by a white shark near Byron Bay. She repelled the shark with 
her paddle and sustained a only a cut on her wrist (GSAF 2007.10.15).  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: More than 100 metres 
TIME: 13h30 
 
NARRATIVE: A shark struck Craig Evans from behind, knocking him off his surfboard. "The 
initial impact knocked me from the board but after that it (the shark) has just sort of circled 
round inspecting things," he said. ”It was so close that I pushed it and kind of guided it away 
from my body. "It really just seemed as though it needed pushing away. I didn't have to fight 
it off.  I jumped back on my board and paddled back to shore and didn’t look back,” he said. 
 
Although shaken by the incident, Evans back surfing at Wategoes the next day.  
 
INJURY: No injury. The shark left teeth marks in his board and lacerations in his wetsuit. 
 
SPECIES: The surfer could not estimate the size of the shark as it came so close, but said 
it was as least as big as his surfboard. It was initially thought the incident involved a bronze 
whaler,  but after talking to a local fisherman Evans thinks it was a bull shark. 
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"It was very black and it came in so close to me that I couldn't really see its head," he said. 

"A local fisherman inspected the board and he was pointing out the bite marks, and that's 
what he seemed to think. Again based on the bite marks the fisherman seemed to think it 
was about 6ft (1.8m)." 

SOURCES: Northern Star, November 10, 2007 
http://www.northernstar.com.au/localnews/storydisplay.cfm?storyid=3754928&thesection=lo
calnews&thesubsection=&thesecondsubsection= 
News.com.au, November 12, 2007, 
http://www.goldcoast.com.au/article/2007/11/12/4769_gold-coast-lead-story.html 

Craig Evans shows the bite marks on his surfboard 
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