
ACTIVITY: Floating on his back. 
CASE: GSAF 2007.10.29 
DATE: Monday October 29, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean off the Wailea Four Seasons Resort at 
Wailea on the south shore of Maui, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Aaron Finley 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 32-year-old male, a 
sound engineer from West Hollywood, California. 
He was wearing board shorts. 
 
BACKGROUND  
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, November 1, 2007. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: There were several tiger shark 
sightings in the Wailea area in the days preceding 
the incident.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 25 feet 
TIME: 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Finley was alone in the water, 
floating on his back. “I felt something hit my leg 
really hard and turned and looked and I saw this 
big gray thing turn and swim away and realized 
I'd just been bit.” He also says as quickly as the 
animal hit, it was gone.  
 
“I was worried he was going to come back for 
more but not too worried. I was just mainly trying 
to get back to shallow waters where he was less 
likely to come back. There's nothing quite as 
embarrassing as being out in the middle of the 
ocean and to have to yell for help,” Finley said. 
“He was doing it so calmly like, ‘If it's no trouble, 
maybe, lend me a hand?’” Finley's fiancé, Megan 
Tharpe, said. Two employees of the resort brought him to shore. 
 
County and state officials closed Wailea Beach after the attack on Monday afternoon. They 
reopened the area after no sharks were seen on an aerial check. 
 
INJURY: Finley sustained deep lacerations to his left calf, which he describes as two half 
moon shaped slices stretching from the front of his leg, half-way to the back — about six 
inches in length. There was also a puncture wound above his left knee. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: He was transported to Maui Memorial Hospital where his injury 
was repaired by Dr. Peter Galpin. 
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SPECIES: Finley was unable to identify the 
species of shark but said that it was eight to 12 
feet in length. Dr. Peter Galpin, the plastic 
surgeon, who treated Finley and eight other 
Maui shark bite patients, said he believes it was 
a tiger shark, based on the way the accident 
happened, and because there were several 
tiger shark sightings in the area in recent days. 
"The uniform characteristic is what I call catch 
and release, sharks bite with a force of about 
six tons per square inch so if this shark really 
wanted him it would have had him," said Dr. 
Galpin. 
 
SOURCES: Star Bulletin, October 30, 2007,  
http:/ /starbul let in.com/2007/10/30/news/
story02.html  
 

Topix, October 30, 2007,  
http://www.topix.com/city/wailuku-hi/2007/10/
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 Hole in his board shorts from shark’s tooth 
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