
ACTIVITY: Wading / jumping waves 
CASE: GSAF 2007.09.03.b 
DATE: Monday September 3, 2007  
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Atlantic Ocean 100 yards 
south of the Silver Beach Approach 
in Daytona Beach, Volusia County, 
Florida, USA.    
29.2°N, 81°W 
 
NAME: Not identified 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 12-year-
old female from Orlando, Florida. 
She is 5' tall, weighs 75 pounds, and 
was wearing a brown two-piece 
bathing suit with a multiple color 
pattern around the belt. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature on 
site was 98ºF. At 10h53, Daytona 
Beach recorded scattered clouds 
and visibility of eight miles [12.9 
km].The air temperature was 82.9°F 
[28.3°C], dew point 73°F [22.8ºC], 
humidity 72%, sea level pressure 
30.09 inches [1018.9 hPa], and wind 
direction was Northwest at 6.9 mph 
[11.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 
51% of the moon was illuminated. 
Last Quarter, September 3, 2007. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The ocean 
temperature was 79ºF, the sea was 
turbid, the current was heading South, and waves were one to three feet and semi-glassy 
(surfing conditions were poor). The incident took place at mid-tide; mean low tide occurred 
at 07h04, mean high tide at 13h32. 
ENVIRONMENT: The girl had just seen a baitfish leap into the air when she felt something 
nip her arm. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
DEPTH: Three feet (waist-deep) 
TIME: 11h05 
 
NARRATIVE: The girl and her family were staying in Daytona Beach for the Labor Day 
weekend and had just checked out of their hotel. Her parents decided to spend a few more 
hours at the beach.  
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The girl had been in the water about three minutes and was standing and jumping the 
waves when she was bitten. "She jumped the wave and something bit her," said Justin 
Pino, a witness. Another witness, Lane Irvin, said he saw the girl in the water, "she came 
out running out holding her arm, screaming. Beachgoers said they could see the circular 
teeth marks on the young girl’s arm. 
  
INJURY: The girl’s right forearm was bitten. The injury was two inches in diameter and 
consisted of about a dozen tiny puncture wounds. Beach patrol officials said it was a very 
small bite, a minor injury. 
 
FIRST AID: Hospitalization was not required. The Beach Patrol bandaged the wound, and 
the girl was taken from the beach by her mother.  
 
SPECIES: Although nobody saw the shark, the injury suggests it was made by a juvenile 
shark about 18 to 24 inches in length. 
 
SOURCES: Central Florida News 13, 
http://www.cfnews13.com/News/Local/2007/9/3/shark_bites_12yearold_girl.html; 
 

Susan Jacobson, Orlando Sentinel, September 3, 2007, 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/orl-bk-sharkbite090307,0,5054568.story 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn   
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