
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2007.08.19.c 
DATE: Sunday August 19, 
2007 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place off Islamorada’s 
Founder’s Park, Plantation 
Key, Monroe County, 
Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Chris Olstad 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 52-
year -o ld  ma le f rom 
Islamorada, a marine 
biologist. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 19h53, 
M a r a t h o n  r e c o r d e d 
scattered clouds and 
visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 84°F [28.9°C], dew point 75°F [23.9°C], 
humidity 74%, sea level pressure 30.01 inches [1016.1 hPa], and wind direction was East at 
15 mph [24.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, August 20, 2007 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A quarter mile 
TIME: 20h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Chris Olstad was swimming his normal route from Founder’s Park to a 
sailboat located about a half mile offshore. He was half way back to shore when he was 
struck in the side. “'I felt a bump and a shake and felt the head of an animal,” he said. He 
managed to swim about a quarter of a mile back to shore unassisted. 
 
INJURY: Sgt. Tom Kiffney, who spoke with Olstad at Mariner's Hospital, said the man's 
wounds were extensive, “from under his arm to his waist with a large chunk of flesh 
missing”. Olstad described his injury as a crescent mark on his torso. 
 
FIRST AID: No one was around when Olstad reached the shore. As he walked along the 
beach toward the Monroe County Sheriff’s Islamorada substation — located 100 yards from 
shore at the entrance to Founder's Park — he passed out three times, sustaining cuts and 
bruises on his head.  He was taken by ambulance to nearby Mariner's Hospital and later 
airlifted to Jackson Memorial Hospital's Ryder Trauma Center in Miami where he was 
admitted. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: Miami Herald, Monday August 20, 2007, 
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami_dade/story/209106.html 
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Islamorada’s Founders Park is located bayside  
at Mile Marker 86.5 on Plantation Key. 


