
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.06.25 
DATE: Sunday July 29, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place near the 
south jetty at Ponce Inlet, New Smyrna Beach, 
Volusia County, Florida, USA.  
29°N, 81°W  
 
NAME: Jeffrey (Chip) Clark 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 51-year-old male, and 
has been surfing for 40 years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Ponce Inlet recorded scattered 
clouds and air temperatures in the 80s. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: The surfer was paddling out 
through a wave when he ran into the shark which 
was also swimming in the wave. "Typically when 
you dive into a wave, you expect to be received with a nice wet, warm welcome, and 
instead I got hit by a shark that was charging other fish while riding the wave," Clark said. 
"He hit me head-on in the top of the head, glanced off and I guess his mouth hit my 
shoulder. It's hard to make contact with a shark's mouth without getting some cuts out of it. 
It knocked me pretty senseless and dazed me. When I came up I noticed a number of other 
fins and tails kicking all around and I found myself in a bait ball in a little feeding frenzy."  
 

Clark finally got safely to the beach and insists that any shark incident is truly a case of 
mistaken identity. "This was just a collision. Even when they don't know what they're doing, 
they're gentle as they can be, and I apologized to the shark and he did likewise," Clark said. 
He also said he will surf again. It was his first bite in 40 years and he said he figures he's in 
good shape for decades to come. 
 
INJURY: The surfer was nipped on the shoulder. “I got a real deep puncture wound and 
three deep cuts [on my shoulder],” said Clark. However, the injury was considered “very 
minor” and no tissue was removed. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer’s injury was closed with Band-Aids. He drove himself home and 
did not require hospitalization (contrary to the press report). 
 
SPECIES: The shark was thought to be a juvenile three to four feet in length, but the surfer 
believes it was closer to five feet long. 
 
SOURCE: WESH 2 News time; ttp://news.yahoo.com/s/wesh/20070730/lo_wesh/13781123 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Volusia County Beach Patrol & GSAF  
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