
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.07.21 
DATE: Saturday July 21, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the  Pacific Ocean at Bean Hollow 
State Beach which is located just 
south of Pescadero and about 17 
miles south of Half Moon Bay in San 
Mateo County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Dan Prather 
DESCRIPTION: He is a male from 
Concord. 
KAYAK: Red 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A mile 
TIME: 10h15 
 
NARRATIVE: About 18 kayakers launched off Bean Hollow State Beach about 07h00 and 
split into two groups. Approximately six to eight kayakers, including Dan (so identified on the 
NorCal Kayak Anglers website) paddled north and began fishing for rockfish. “Everyone had 
been fishing for a while, for a good two, three hours,” said John Dale of Foster City, a 
member of the kayak fisherman's club. “From what Dan told me, basically he was fishing, 
and was adjusting a lure and all of a sudden he was thrown from his kayak into the water.”  
 
Dan Prather thought he had been hit by a boat, but then he saw the shark at the front of his 
kayak, latched on and gnawing on the kayak. He thought about it for a second and decided 
he better get back onto the kayak, even though the shark “was still on the nose.”  
 
Dan jumped back on his kayak and was able to get back to shore before his craft took on 
too much water. Dale said the shark released Dan's boat soon after he climbed back in, but 
that he fell out twice more because his seat had become un-pegged from the boat.  
 
“I was in the general area and I was padding in and I looked to the left and saw him  he 
was moving super fast. I said ‘Hey, how'd you do?’ and he said, ‘I got a couple fish and a 
shark’, then pointed to the bow,” said Dale. “I was like ‘holy s -- !’. Then he came over and I 
got up next to him and helped him get the pegs back in.”  
 
A novice kayaker had helped pull the victim's boat in to where Dale helped him refasten the 
seat. Then, Dan raced toward shore. “At that point Dan didn't know what kind of holes were 
on the kayak,” Dale said. “He was taking on water because there were punctures on the 
bottom, so it's good he came in real quick.”  
 
INJURY: No injury to fisherman. 
 
DAMAGE TO KAYAK: A photo of the boat furnished by several other kayakers show 
several bite marks near the nose of the kayak.  
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SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark. Bean Hollow State Park Ranger David 
Augustine confirmed that the incident was reported, though he did not have any further 
information. “(White sharks) have been seen in this area [the state beach], there have been 
incidences,” he said. “It's nothing extraordinary.”  
 
California Department of Fish and Game marine biologist Carrie Wilson also said she had 
about the incident but could not verify its veracity. However, she said it is not unusual to find 
white sharks in that area this time of year. “It is a time when we see them in shallower 
waters more,” she said. “It isn't normal for them to be going for a kayak, but typically they 
follow the food source. Pinnipeds are their primary food source so if there are seals or seal 
lions around, they could have been looking for them.” Wilson also noted that Ano Nuevo, a 
breeding area for elephant seals, is not far away. She said that shiny lures or bait, as well 
as an abundance of fish in the areas, could have attracted a shark.  
 
The last reported incident near San Francisco was GSAF 2006.12.10 which took place last 
December when surfer Royce Fraley was bitten by a white shark off Dillon Beach in Marin 
County. The surfer was dragged underwater but only sustained minor bite injuries.  
 
SOURCES: Marisa Lagos, San Francisco Chronicle, July 21, 2007 
 

NorCal Kayak Anglers, http://www.norcalkayakanglers.com/ 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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