
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2007.07.17.b 
DATE: Tuesday July 17, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean off 
Faria Beach, Ventura County, 
California, USA. 
 
NAME: Susan Levy 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 42-
year-old female. She is 5'10" 
tall, weighs 45 pounds, and  
was clad in a full-body black 
wetsuit with her hands and feet 
exposed. She is a librarian. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and sunny. Susan estimates the air temperature was about 
72ºF. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, July 14, 2007 
SEA CONDITIONS: There was a slight one- to three-foot swell and underwater visibility 
was only one to two feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: There was no kelp in the immediate vicinity, nor was there a deep-water 
channel. Susan was not aware of anyone fishing, spearfishing or collecting abalone. She 
was not aware of any sharks in the area. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Unknown; the incident took place at the surface. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 1/3 of a mile 
TIME: 11h00  
 
NARRATIVE: Susan and her husband, Eric Levy, had been swimming for 25 minutes when 
she felt a tug on her foot. “At first I was thinking it might have been my husband grabbing 
my foot, but then I saw he was about 10 feet away to my left,” she said. “I looked around but 
did not see any sharks or other marine animals. We examined my foot and saw that I was 
bleeding but the wounds were not deep, so we swam into shore.” 
 

INJURY: She sustained abrasions to her left foot. There is an arc of  four abrasions on the 
instep, ranging in size from 1 inch to 1.5 inches. The abrasion on her heel is about two 
inches long “with scrapes going down.” Four of the photos were taken on the day of the 
incident and one was taken on Wednesday July 18, 2007.  
 

FIRST AID: “We went to the lifeguard station at Emma Wood State Beach; where the 
lifeguard gave me antiseptic cleanser for my wounds,” reported Susan. Apparently no 
further treatment of the injury was necessary. 
 

SPECIES: Not identified. Susan did not see a shark, but says she imagines it was not very 
large. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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