
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.05.17.R 
DATE: Reported May 17, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the English Channel at Folkestone pier, 
Kent, England. 
 
NAME: Phil Tanner 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 38-year-old 
male, a  tackle shop owner. 
 
NARRATIVE: Tanner had reeled in the 
tiny creature and was trying to show it 
off to pal Scott Allen. Phil called out, 
“Hey mate, look at this whopper.” 
Somehow Scott nudged his arm and the 
little fish, with its jaws wide upon, was 
catapulted onto Phil’s nose. 
 

“It clamped around my nostrils and 
wouldn’t let go,” said Phil. “It was agony 
and I was screaming. The fish didn’t just 
hang on, either. I could feel it chomping 
its teeth as if it wanted me for its last 
meal. Everyone on the pier was 
watching me jumping up and down with 
a shark hanging off my nose. People 
were singing the Jaws theme tune — 
I’ve never felt so embarrassed.” Phil 
fought for five minutes to wrench the tiny 
thrashing creature off his nose as 
laughing passers-by looked on. He finally pulled the fish away and tended to his wound. 
 
INJURY: The fisherman sustained a laceration and rows of tiny teeth marks around his 
nostrils. He said: “It may look pathetic, but my nose bled for hours. There are now a string of 
teeth marks all around my nostrils — like one of those pictures you see of shark-attack 
survivors.” 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: “I probably did need stitches,” said Tanner. “But I couldn’t go to 
the hospital because I didn’t want the doctors to laugh at me too. My mates take the mickey, 
but I am a shark attack victim. I could have lost my nose.” 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a lesser-spotted dogfish, Scyliorhinus canicula, a member 
of the catshark family which reaches a size of about 80 cm in UK waters. Also called huss 
and rock salmon, the small fish was a popular fish and chip dish years ago.  
 
SOURCE: Virginia Wheeler, The Sun, Thursday May 17, 2007, http://www.thesun.co.uk/
article/0,,2-2007220596,00.html 
 
NOTE: This is a provoked incident; it involved a hooked shark. 

Phil Tanner shows off his savaged nose. 
after surviving a most embarrassing shark “attack”. 
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