
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.05.10 
DATE: Thursday May 10, 2007  
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at 
New Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Jennifer Manis 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 21-year-old female from Orlando. She 
is 5'11" tall and weighs 160 pounds. She was wearing a yellow 
two-piece bathing suit, a black rash guard, and a black leash 
attached to her right ankle. She had no injuries prior to the 
event and did not have her menstrual period. 
SURFBOARD: A 6'10" CBSC trifin surfboard. The board has a 
blue deck, a white under surface and three black fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast, and the air temperature was 
78ºF. At 16h48, New Smyrna Beach recorded light rain and 
visibility of seven miles. The air temperature was 73.4ºF, sea 
level pressure 29.80 inches, and wind direction was NNW at 
20.7 mph with gusts to 34.5 mph.  
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, May 10, 2007 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was murky and underwater 
visibility was poor. The sea surface temperature was 78ºF 
(estimated), and there were high swells and a light chop. No 
channel was present. 
ENVIRONMENT: There was no fishing activity in the vicinity, 
nor were any baitfish. No unusual bird activity was observed and the surfer was not aware 
of any deep channel in the vicinity. The incident took place on a sand spit. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: 16h00 
 
NARRATIVE: There were one or two people on the beach and Jennifer and friend were the 
only people in the water. Jennifer had been in the water about 25 minutes. 
“I was with a friend, teaching her to surf. She was lying on the board and I was standing, 
facing shoreward and pushing her into waves. I was just standing and felt something hit 
my knee really hard. It didn’t hurt — the shark just pushed me. The shark was smallish, 
but had a big head so I thought it was a bull shark. I ran out of the water, and didn’t go 
back in.” 

 
INJURY: There were teeth marks (puncture wounds/lacerations) around the surfer’s knee. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: None 
 
SPECIES: The surfer believes the incident involved a bull shark, about four to five feet in 
length. 
 
SOURCE: Interview with Jennifer Manis 
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