
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2007.03.05.R 
DATE: Reported March 5, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
at Penrhyn, Cook Islands.  
9.0°S, 158.1°W  
 
NAME: Turua William Maretapu 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 16-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: On March 5, Penrhyn 
recorded air temperatures from 83ºF 
[28ºC] to 91ºF [33ºC], dew point 
78ºF [26ºC], sea level pressure 
29.77 inches [1008 hPa], wind 
speed 5 mph [7 km/h].  
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, March 
4, 2007. 
ENVIRONMENT: Penrhyn (also 
k n o w n  a s  T o n g a r e v a  o r 
Mangarongaro) is the most remote 
and largest atoll of the 15 Cook Islands. It lies 
1,265 km [848 miles] north-northeast of Rarotonga 
atop the highest submarine volcano in the Cooks. 
It comprises a ring of coral 77 km [48 miles] 
around. The lagoon covers 233 square kilometres 
[902 miles] of which 62 square kilometres [242 
miles] is covered with pearl shell.  Black pearl 
farming is the only significant economic activity on 
the island. A large passage in the lagoon allows 
inter-island ships to enter the lagoon and the 
island has become popular as a stopover for 
yachts crossing the Pacific from Panama to New 
Zealand. However, few ships visit the island on a 
regular basis. In 2001, some 357 people lived on 
Penrhyn. 
 
NARRATIVE: The boy was swimming over the 
reef into the lagoon at Penrhyn after spearfishing 
when he spotted the shark and fired at it. The shot missed and the shark bit his leg.  
 
FIRST AID: Others who were on the reef nearby helped Turua, including his uncle who had 
been trained in first aid by the Red Cross. 
 
TREATMENT: Turua was rushed to hospital, where the doctor said the first aid 
administered onsite probably prevented him from bleeding to death. 
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SPECIES: The incident is said to involve a tiger shark. 
 
NOTE: This may be a provoked incident; according to preliminary reports, the shark bit the 
boy after he shot at it. 
 
SOURCES: Tuatua Tika, http://www.ck/tuatua.htm; Radio New Zealand International  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard Weeks, Global Shark Accident File 
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