
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing (free diving) 
CASE: GSAF 2007.01.25.b 
DATE: Thursday January 25, 2007 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Coral Sea off Kaala-Gomen (on the northwestern 
coast), North Province, New Caledonia. 
 
NAME: Jesse Jizdny 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 30-year-old policeman from Kaala-Gomen. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 17h00, Koumac recorded scattered clouds and visibility of 22 miles. The air 
temperature was 83ºF [28ºC], dew point 71ºF [22 ºC], humidity 58%, sea level pressure 29.77 
inches [1008 hPa], and wind direction was south at 13.8 mph [22.2 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 40% of the Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. First 
Quarter, January 26, 2007. 
DEPTH: 15 metres 
TIME: 14h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Jesse Jizdny was spearfishing with friends and was attempting to get a fish 
under a ledge when he glanced around. "I saw a big tiger (shark) coming with its jaws open. I 
saw all its teeth. He went for my torso and I thought, 'that's it, I'm done for'," he told Nouvelles 
Caledoniennes newspaper from his hospital bed.  
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He hit the shark on its nose but it came back at him and caught his ankle. Then it charged a 
third time and grabbed a leg. "It was shaking me like a rag, said the diver. "I bent round on 
him and put my hands on its jaws. Suddenly I felt something soft. So I put my whole thumb 
in, and it was its eye." The shark released the diver and swam away. 
 
INJURY: The diver’s leg was bitten by the shark. 

TREATMENT: Jizdny was airlifted to a hospital in Noumea where he underwent surgery on 
his injured leg. 
 
SPECIES: Tiger shark 
 
SOURCES: Yahoo News; January 28, 2007 
 

The Australian, January 29, 2007, 
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21137058-1702,00.html 
 

Les Nouvelles Caledoniennes, January 29, 2007,  
http://www.info.lnc.nc/caledonie/20070129.LNC3107.html 
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Le matin, Jesse était parti « péter quelques 
poissons » avec un cousin et deux amis. Un 
plaisir pour le natif de Kaala-Gomen, qui 
pêche depuis qu’il sait marcher. Il 
replongera un jour, c’est sûr.  


