
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2006.09.18.R 
DATE: Reported September 18, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean off Key Largo in the Florida Keys, 
Monroe County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Dave Marcel 
DESCRIPTION: He is a male from South Florida. 
 
NARRATIVE: Dave Marcel, enjoys swimming and 
diving with sharks. This time, however, he 
decided to kiss a shark, and the shark kissed 
back. “You kind of pick them up, rub their belly, 
scratch them and hug them,” Marcel said “You 
might as well give them a smooch while you're out 
there.” 
 

Marcel said he's done it hundreds of times before, 
but this time the shark kissed him back, clamping 
its tiny teeth into his lips. Then with his lip hanging 
like a worm, the snappers came in to take a few 
bites too. 
 

Marcel has learned his lesson the hard way. “Don't 
kiss a nurse shark while it's upside down,” he said. 
 
INJURY: The diver’s upper lip was severely 
damaged. Dr. Mike Kelly, the Miami cosmetic surgeon who treated the diver, described the 
injury: “Dave's lip looked like it had been put through a meat grinder or a garbage disposal. I 
mean it was a hundred little pieces.” 
 
TREATMENT: Extensive reconstructive surgery was required. Dr. Kelly says repairing 
Dave's face was. “basically a matter of completing the jigsaw puzzle and putting the pieces 
back together again.”  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a nurse shark, Ginglymostoma cirratum, an obligate 
suction feeder. Its small strong teeth are designed for cracking the shells of molluscs. 
Feeding involves the use of its pharyngeal cavity to create a suction pressure that will suck 
small prey from between the rocks. Suction pressure can be so great that prey are 
disarticulated during capture. Because pressure drops so rapidly in front of the mouth, 
suction capture by a nurse shark is generally restricted to prey (or a diver’s lips) within three 
cm of its mouth.   
 
NOTE: This is considered a provoked incident. 
 
SOURCE: Dr Sean Kenniff, CBS-4, http://cbs4.com/local/local_story_261124255.html 

C
B

S
4 

N
e

w
s 

Dave Marcel, holding the nurse shark 
upside-down and kissing it on its mouth.  
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Then the shark kissed Dave back 


