
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.09.02.a 
DATE: Saturday September 2, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Noordhoek Beach, 23 
kilometres from Cape Town, Western Cape Province, South 
Africa.  
34°6'S, 8°22'E  
 

NAME: Steven Harcourt-Wood 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 37-year-old male from Noordhoek. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy. Air temperatures 
ranged from 57.2ºF to 62.6ºF and the wind was from the south, 
increasing steadily throughout the day from 15 mph at 08h00 to 24.2 mph by 18h00. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 65% of the Moon was illuminated. First Quarter, 
September 1, 2006.  
 

NARRATIVE: The shark circled Steven Harcourt-Wood for about five minutes while 10 or 
12 other surfers looked on, unwilling to move for fear of provoking the fish. “It came at me, 
thrashing its tail and bashing the board,” said Wood.  
 

Neither Harcourt-Wood nor the others in the water were able to leave the immediate area 
as there was a lull in the waves at the back line. “It was completely flat,” said the surfer. “We 
were stuck. And no one paddled away because the shark could have chased them. I was 
trying to get a look at its eyes and mouth so I could position myself correctly, but it was 
coming from far below the water.” 
 

As the shark approached him, Harcourt-Wood paddled towards the shark, approaching it 
face to face. “I think that's what saved me. If you move fast or paddle away they are more 
likely to see you as prey and go for you. Eventually a set of waves came and we all went for 
it at once. I was the first surfer out of the water,” he said. “The sharks were never a problem 
in the past; they've always been there but they never attacked people. I've seen small ones 
out at the back from time to 
time but this was different.” 
 

INJURY: No injury, the shark 
rammed the surfer’s board. 
 

SPECIES: The incident 
involved a white shark, 3.5 
metres in length. 
 

SOURCE: Hannah Roberts, 
Cape Times, September 3, 
2006 edition. 
 

© 2006, Global Shark Accident File. All rights reserved. This report may not  be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.  



Weather at Cape Point on September 2, 2006 

NOTE: Shark-spotters have been on duty in False Bay for the past two years and have 
recorded over 250 shark sightings. The shark-spotting programme's sightings data are 
providing insight on the near-shore movements of white sharks. Shark-spotting programmes 
are currently active at Muizenberg, St James, Mnandi, Monwabisi, Blue Waters, The Hoek, 
Long Beach, Kommetjie, Fish Hoek, Clovelly, Strand, Glencairn and potentially Koeël Bay. 
Where these spotters are in place, note the following: a green flag means visibility for the 
spotters is good and no sharks are visible to the spotter. A black flag means visibility for the 
spotters is poor but no sharks have been seen. A red flag means a shark has been seen 
recently but is no longer visible to the spotters. A white flag with a black shark, along with a 
loud siren, means a shark has been sighted and people should leave the water calmly but 
immediately. When no flag is visible it means spotters are not on duty. 
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