
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.07.25 
DATE: Tuesday July 25, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean along a jetty in the along a jetty 
in the 2900 block of Atlantic Avenue in New 
Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Anonymous 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 13h47, New Smyrna Beach 
recorded mostly cloudy skies and visibility of 
10 miles [16.1 kilometres-. The air temperature 
was 87.8ºF [31°C], dew point 73.4°F [23°C] 
humidity 62%, sea surface pressure 
30.12 inches [1019.9 hPa] and wind direction 
was ENE at 4.6 mph [7.4 km/h].  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 0% of the 
Moon was illuminated. New Moon. 
SEA CONDITIONS: At 13h50, St Augustine, 
53 miles north of Daytona Beach, recorded a 
water temperature of 83°F [28°C]. At New Smyrna Beach, the wave height was one foot, 
the sea was flat, the current was headed north, and the water was murky.  
ENVIRONMENT: The Beach Patrol had been flying purple flags warning bathers and 
surfers for a week that large numbers of baitfish were close to shore. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Knee deep 
TIME: 13h45 
 
NARRATIVE: The boy was surfing and was walking out in shallow water when he felt 
something grab his foot. 
 
INJURY: Minor lacerations to the right foot. “He had five tiny puncture wounds on his foot. 
The bite appeared insignificant but was definitely caused by a shark,” according to the 
Volusia County Beach Patrol. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: He was treated at the scene and left the beach with his mother. 
 
SPECIES: It is believed that the teen was bitten by a juvenile shark who mistook the his foot 
for a baitfish. 
 
SOURCES: Daytona Beach News-Journal, http://www.news-journalonline.com,  Bradenton 
Herald, July 26, 2006, 
http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/news/breaking_news/15124528.html; Orlando 
Sentinel, 7/27/2006 edition,  http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/orl-
vbriefs27_406jul27,0,6369918.story?track=rss 
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CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Volusia County Beach Patrol 


