
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.06.30.a 
DATE: Friday June 30, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Florida Keys (Monroe County), a string of small 
islands southwest of Miami, USA. 
 
NAME: Gary Hall, Jr. 
DESCRIPTION: A 35-year-old male, 6'6" in height and a five-time Olympic 
swimming gold medalist. Hall won two gold medals each in the 1996 
Atlanta and 2000 Sydney Olympic Games. He collected his fifth gold when 
he captured the 50-metre freestyle at Athens in 2004. He will be shooting 
for his fourth Olympics by trying to make the US team for 2008 in Beijing.  
Hall is in training for next month's US nationals in Los Angeles. He finished 
in sixth in the 50m freestyle at the Janet Evans invitational at the University 
of Southern California at the weekend. He is the son of Gary Sr. (three-
time U.S. Olympian 1968, 1972 and 1976; and the U.S. flag bearer in 
1976). Diagnosed with diabetes in 1999; Gary Hall, Jr. has become a 
national spokesperson for the American Diabetes Associations. He is an 
experienced spearfisherman.   
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Unknown, but Hall usually goes spearfishing about three miles 
off the Florida Keys. 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 200 metres or 215 yards 
 
NARRATIVE: Gary and Bebe Hall were spearfishing when Gary speared a large snapper. 
Bebe spotted a large reef shark, so they decided to head back to their boat. Gary held the 
snapper out of the water while kicking on his back, as Bebe kept an eye on the shark that 
began to swim toward them. Suddenly, Bebe felt a bump on her shoulder. Unobserved, a 
second — and larger — shark had been attracted to the two divers. Bebe turned and saw 
the shark’s head at her shoulder. "Another shark, larger than the first one we saw, came in 
from the side and bit (Bebe) on the arm," Gary said. 
 
"I didn't realize Bebe had been bit before the shark was on me," said Gary. The shark had 
turned and was charging Gary. "It was swimming after me and thrashing and had its back 
arched in a frenzy mode." As the shark swam between Gary’s legs he kicked furiously, 
punching it in the snout and kicking it as it kept coming after him. 
 
Gary yelled to  Bebe to reload the spear, which she did, but with the shark between herself 
and her brother, she knew that if she missed the shark, she might hit Gary.  
 
"I was eventually able to get underneath it and roll it off of me," said Gary. "That's when it 
charged toward my sister." Bebe had already been bitten, but she had reloaded her 
speargun. As the shark charged her with its mouth agape, she shot it. The spear went down 
the shark’s throat, and then she pulled out the spear. "She injured the shark badly enough 
that a lot of blood was pouring from its mouth," said Gary. The shark swam away and they 
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Gary Hall, Jr. 



managed to get back to the 
boat. "It was definitely a 
shot of adrenaline," Gary 
said. "I don't know what my 
split was for the 50 metres, 
but I am sure I haven't 
swam that fast in years."  
 
INJURY: Gary sustained 
only minor injuries.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: 
Once it became obvious 
Bebe’s injuries were not 
life-threatening, Gary said 
his sister was laughing on 
the way back to shore. In 
fact, Bebe joked about the 
incident to Swimming 
World, which first reported it 
online. "It was pure self-defense," she told the website. "It must be credited to the women's 
self-defense course I took my freshman year in college."  
 
SPECIES: A 1.8-metre black tip ‘reef shark’ (C. limbatus?) 
 
SOURCES: Swimming World Magazine, 
http://www.swimmingworldmagazine.com/lane9/news/11533.asp 
 

Surfersvillage Global Surf News, July 19, 2006 
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Olympic swimmer Gary Hall Jr. 
Hall trains at Islamorada in the Florida 

Keys where he has a swim club. 

Meteorological data for Marathon, Florida, June 30, 2006 
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