
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2006.06.17 
DATE: Saturday June 17, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean off Monterey Plaza Hotel on Cannery Row, 
Monterey, California, USA.  
36.6°N, 121.8°W  
 
NAME: Jon Piatt 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 43-year-old male from 
Fresno, California. He is 5'9", weighs 180 lbs, and 
was wearing a black drysuit, black buoyancy compensator, gray fins and a gray tank with an 
orange boot. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The diver reported that the sky was sunny and the air temperature was 65ºF. 
At 10h54 the weather station in Monterey recorded partly cloudy skies, air temperature of 
59ºF [15ºC], dew point 53.6 F [12°C], 82% humidity, and wind direction West-Northwest at 
9.2 mph [14.8 km/h]. The sea surface pressure was 30.05 inches [1017.4 hPa] and visibility 
was 10.0 miles [16.1 km]. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 62% of the Moon was illuminated (0.3 days before Last 
Quarter). 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 55ºF and the sea was moderately calm. 
Underwater visibility was five to seven feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: The ocean floor consisted of sand, rocks and dense kelp. The incident 
took place 20 feet from the edge of a kelp bed. There was no deep water channel in the 
vicinity. Piatt’s dive buddy heard sea otters nearby. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 yards 
DEPTH: 25 to 29 feet 
TIME: 11h10 
 
NARRATIVE: Jon Piatt and two dive buddies entered the water from the shore. Piatt moved 
along the seafloor to the edge of the kelp bed and to the open bay for about 10 yards. Then 
he re-entered the kelp bed and was hovering two feet above the bottom, moving slowly, 
when he was struck forcefully from behind. The diver was shaken slightly and pulled 
backwards. Neither Piatt nor his two dive buddies who were in front him saw the shark.  
 
INJURY: Aside from slight whiplash during the initial impact, the diver was not injured and 
no medical treatment was required. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The shark left tooth marks in the diver’s plastic tank boot.  
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
 

© Ralph Collier, 2006. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or  reproduced in 
any form without written permission of Ralph Collier 



© Ralph Collier, 2006. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or  reproduced in 
any form without written permission of Ralph Collier 


