
ACTIVITY: Playing in the water 
CASE: GSAF 2006.06.07 
DATE: Wednesday June 7, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean off Coligny Beach 
(Coligny Beach Access off of Pope 
Road), Hilton Head, Beaufort County, 
South Carolina, USA. 32º216'N, -80º752'  
 

NAME: Megan Wallis 
DESCRIPTION: She is a seven-year-old 
female who was vacationing with her 
family. Megan is four feet tall, weighs 60 
pounds, and was wearing a black 
bathing suit with white polka dots. She 
wore no jewelry. According to Shore 
Beach Services, approx. 4½ to 5 hrs 
prior to the bite, she was treated by 
lifeguards for a small cut described as 
“looking like a paper cut” on the top of 
her left foot, behind the little toe. The cut 
was less than 1" in length. At the time 
the wound was treated, there was no 
sign of bleeding. Lifeguards put some 
iodine on the cut and placed a band-aid 
over it. The cut was thought to be from a 
shell fragment, or a crab. 
BOOGIE BOARD: Multi-colored with a black undersurface. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 3:56 pm, the weather station at Beaufort recorded scattered clouds in the 
sky. Air temperature was 91 F [32.8°C], dew point was 48.9 F [9.4 C], humidity was 23%,  
sea level pressure was 9.91 inches [1012.9 hPa], and there was an 8.2 mph [13.km/h] 
southwesterly breeze with gusts to 17.3 mph [27.8km/h]. No rain fell during the day, visibility 
was seven miles [11.3 kilometers].  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous [86% of the moon was illuminated]. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was emerald green. The water temperature at the incident site 
was 78ºF (estimated), and measured coastal sea surface temperature was 81.7ºF which  
could suggest the presence of tongue of cool water in the area. Shore Beach Services 
estimated the underwater visibility was three feet, while Barry Wallis estimated it was no 
more than three to four inches. The water surface was choppy, wave height was two to 
three feet, and current direction was south to north. Mean low tide was at 11h29, high tide 
at 17h53 [5:53pm] and the incident took place four days before the next spring tide.  
ENVIRONMENT: Coligny Beach, located near the south end of the island on Coligny Circle 
at Pope Avenue and South Forest Beach Drive, is the island's busiest beach, in part 
because volleyball nets are available and a bar is located just off the beach at the Holiday 
Inn. There are 314 parking spots, rest rooms, changing rooms, water fountains, sand 
showers, a playground, pay telephones and other amenities. Shark fishing is banned island-
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wide, and the town outlaws shark fishing within 400 feet from a beach. Al Stokes, manager 
of the state Department of Natural Resources' Waddell Mariculture Center in greater 
Bluffton, said it's not surprising to find sharks or other marine wildlife in the surf this time of 
the year, as coastal waters warm and bait fish move inshore.  
 

Nobody was fishing at the time of the incident, however, Megan’s father, Barry Wallis said 
that some family members had seen dolphins the morning of the bite, or the morning of the 
day before the bite at 08h00 and the dolphins were “fairly close to shore”. 
 

The incident took place over a relatively flat, sandy bottom; there were no jetties, piers or 
channels in the immediate area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Approximately 2.5 feet (thigh-high) 
TIME: 15h45 [3:45 p.m.] 

NARRATIVE: Some 500 to 1,000 people were on the beach and within 100 feet of the 
incident site. Approximately 100 people were in the water, 20 of whom were within 15 to 30 
feet of Megan, and five of them were within 10 feet of the girl when the incident took place. 
Megan had been playing in the water for about 20 minutes with a friend, her brother and her 
father. She was either facing shoreward or walking parallel to the shore from northeast to 
southwest and carrying a boogie board when she felt something grab her left foot and pull 
her. At first she thought it was her brother, but when she saw that it was not him pulling her, 
she started screaming. Her father understood her to say, “it’s biting me!”. Megan’s father 
was about fifteen feet away from her, so he ran to her aid, picked her up, and carried her to 
a lifeguard station on the beach  
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INJURY: The girl sustained lacerations and deep 
puncture wounds to her left foot and buttocks. On the 
dorsal surface and lateral aspect of the left foot there 
were a series of eight to 10 puncture wounds. There 
were two puncture wounds on the sole of the left 
foot, a wound on the dorsum of the left foot and big 
toe, and punctures to the left and right side of the left 
ankle. There was also a crescent of five to six 
puncture wounds in her left buttock. A small 
fragment of the shark’s tooth was embedded in her 
left foot.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Ralph Wagner, director 
of the lifeguard service at Hilton Head, said the girl's 
foot was bleeding when her father carried her to a 
lifeguard station on Coligny Beach. Wagner said 
lifeguards and nurses who were on the beach 
dressed Megan’s foot, then she was taken by 
ambulance to Hilton Head Regional Medical Center. Transport time to the hospital was 30 
minutes. The girl was admitted to the hospital where her injuries were repaired with 60 
sutures (the puncture wounds to the buttock were not sutured). She felt no pain until after 
surgery, and remained in the hospital overnight.  

SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The surgeon, Dr. Brendon Smith, estimated the size 
of the shark to be three to four feet in length, judging from the dimensions of the bite marks 
on his patient. A tooth fragment was recovered from Megan’s wounds, and is in the 
possession of the Wallis family. The fragment is too small to permit visual identification of 
the species but DNA analysis may be possible. 

SOURCES: Interview with Barry Wallis conducted by Clay Creswell; WSAV.com 
[Savannah, GA], 
http://www.wsav.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=WSAV/MGArticle/SAV_BasicArticle&c=M
GArticle&cid=1149188342381&path=!frontpage 
Island Packet, http://www.islandpacket.com/front/story/5797768p-5179531c.html;  
St. Louis Post-Dispatch,  June 8, 2006, 
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/story/24583D4674B9643B86257187001E
3D7D?OpenDocument&highlight=2%2C%22shark%22 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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