
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.05.27 
DATE: May 27, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place between 
Jocko's and Chun’s Reef off the North Shore 
of O’ahu, Hawaii, USA.  
Longitude: -158.036, Latitude: 21.6318 
 
NAME: Bret Desmond 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 31-year-old 
white (tanned) male from Mililani, Hawaii. He 
is 5'11", weighs 165 lbs and was wearing blue 
surf shorts. 
SURFBOARD: He was using a white 5'10" 
surfboard with a black leash. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day with a light 
wind, and the air temperature was 80ºF.  
At 16h00, Lihue, the closest weather station,  
recorded partly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 
miles [16.1 km]. The air temperature was 
75ºF, [23.9ºC], dew point 69.1ºF [20.6ºC], 
humidity 82%, sea level pressure 30.01 inches  
[1016.3 hPa ], wind direction was East at 11.5 
mph [18.5 km/h], and there was no 
precipitation. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, 0% of the Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The surf was small, water temperature was 80ºF, and sea was clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: The right at Chun's ends near the end of the left at Jocko's The incident 
took place over a reef. There was no deep-water channel in the immediate vicinity. The 
surfer observed sea turtles. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards  
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 15 to 25 feet.  
TIME: 16h00 [4 p.m.] 
 
NARRATIVE: Bret Desmond had been in the water for 35 minutes. “I was paddling from 
Jocko's to Chun’s through deeper water (couldn't see the bottom). About 75 yards or half 
way there I felt my leash pulling. As I turned around, I saw the nose of the shark out of the 
water. I slid off my board and was about to kick it because it was still within three to five feet 
from me. It looked like it did a turn and its tail stuck up out of the water about three feet in 
front of me. I climbed back on my board and paddled the rest of the way to Chun's Reef 
(another 75 yards). I continued to yell ‘shark’, thinking that sharks don't usually eat things 
that sound like humans. I made it to the line up where the water is around 10 feet deep and 
less.”  
 
INJURY: No injury. Damage to surfboard is unknown. 

Chun’s Reef 
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SPECIES: The surfer described the shark as having a pointed nose, a girth of 1.5 to 2 feet 
and a grayish-blue back and tail. The tail appeared to be 2 to 2.5 feet in length, “and not too 
sloped back” (i.e. lunate tail?).  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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