
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2006.05.19 
DATE: Friday May 19, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Philippine Sea off Gun Beach, Tumon, 
Guam, USA.   13.5°N,  144.8°E  
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: The diver is a Japanese 
tourist, a female in her 30s. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
WEATHER: At 15h54, the weather station 
at Guam Agana recorded clear skies and 
visibility of 10 miles [16.1 km]. The air 
temperature was 87.1°F [30.6°C], dew point 
71.1 °F [21.7°C], humidity 59%, sea level 
pressure 29.81 inches [1009.4 hPa], and 
wind direction was East at 11.5 mph 
[18.5 km/h] 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 60% of 
the moon was illuminated. Next day, 
Saturday May 20, 2006, the moon was in 
the Last Quarter. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Mean low tide occurred 
just after 18h00. 
ENVIRONMENT: Gun Beach is located at 
the northern end of Tumon Bay and is 
named after the World War II gun 
placements that use to adorn the area. 
Today it is an isolated beach that offers one 
a place to relax, away from the hustle and 
bustle of more trafficked areas, and a good 
place to snorkel and dive. The waters off 
the reef are quite clear. Lifeguards do not 
patrol this area. 
TIME: 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Hideki Noma, an instructor with Gently Blue Diving Company, took a group of 
four Japanese tourists diving at Gun Beach. The group was at an estimated 32 feet below 
the surface when a turtle quickly ascended and swam so close through the group that it was 
within arm's reach. According to Noma, the turtle was swimming fast because it was being 
chased by a tiger shark that had its mouth open. The shark's teeth scraped one of the 
tourists on the leg as it passed by, Noma said. The tourist, in a panic, also scraped her leg 
on coral. 
 
INJURY: The tourist sustained a laceration to the leg. 
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FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The group quickly returned to land and the tourist was taken 
to the PMC Isla Health System clinic. The wound was repaired with 11 stitches. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier, 10 to 12 feet total 
length. 
 
REPORTED BY: Peter Immerz; Gently Blue Diving, http://www.fundiveguam.com; Tammy 
Anderson,tanderson@guampdn.com and Masako Watanabe, mwatanabe@guampdn.com 
in Pacific Daily News, May 24, 2006 edition, 
http://www.guampdn.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060524/NEWS01/605240329/1002 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard Segal, Gently Blue Diving, Guam, mystics@ite.net 
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