
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2006.05.04 
DATE: Thursday May 4, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean directly across from the St. Lucie Nuclear 
Power Plant on Hutchinson Island near Fort Pierce, St. 
Lucie County, Florida, USA.   
27°21.16'N 80°14.37'W 
 

NAME: Rachel King 
DESCRIPTION: She is a female in her late 20s from 
Port St. Lucie. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h53, the weather station at Fort 
Pierce recorded partly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 
miles [16.1 km]. The air temperature was 84.9°F 
[29.4°C], dew point 64°F [17.8°C], humidity 49%, sea 
level pressure 29.97 inches [1014.8 hPa], and wind 
direction was ENE at 9.2 mph [14.8 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 43% of the moon’s 
visible disk was illuminated.  
ENVIRONMENT: This spring, offshore fishermen along 
the Treasure Coast have reported an increase in shark 
sightings, which biologists said coincides with the 
marine predators' spring mating season. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 500 to 700 yards 
TIME: 16h00 [4 pm] 
 
NARRATIVE. Rachel King, Mike Collins, and David 
Martin (both from Fort Pierce) were on a boat "just  
enjoying the beautiful weather", when they decided to 
go for a swim, said Collins. Collins jumped in first and 
returned to the boat as King and Martin dived into the 
water. "(King) wasn't in 10 seconds before she started 
screaming 'I got bit! I got bit!'" Collins said. When King 
got back in the boat, Collins and Martin used a towel to 
stop the bleeding. Unable to return to shore when their 
boat engine wouldn't start, they called the Coast Guard  
for assistance. 
 
INJURY: King sustained two lacerations to her lower 
right leg, one about eight inches in length, the other 
about 10 inches in length. Capt. Brian Blizzard, 
spokesman for the fire district, described the injury as 
"small lacerations" and "puncture-like wounds." "They 
might call (the injuries) minor," Collins said, "but not 
from my perspective; the skin was cut open like a 
butterfly shrimp."  

U.S. Coast Guard and St. Lucie 
County Fire Rescue help Rachel 
King onto a stretcher at the Fort 
Pierce Coast Guard Station.  

Photo by Juan Dale Brown, 
juan.dale.brown@scripps.com  
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St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant 



 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Personnel from the U.S. Coast Guard Station in Fort Pierce and 
emergency staff from the St. Lucie County Fire District arrived and treated King. She was 
taken by boat to the station and by ambulance to Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & 
Heart Institute, said Petty Officer Jonta Cromartie. A helicopter with St. Lucie County Air 
Rescue was sent to the scene, Blizzard said, but was called away when the injury was 
determined to be minor.  
 
SPECIES: Captain Blizzard said rescue workers could only confirm that King was bitten by 
a "marine creature with teeth," but not necessarily a shark.  
 
SOURCE: Tyler Treadway and Will Greenlee, TCPalm.com, May 4, 2006 
http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/local_news/article/0,2545,TCP_16736_4673625,00.html 
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