
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 2006.05.02 
DATE: Tuesday May 2, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Coral Sea off the headland at 
M o f f a t  B e a c h ,  C a l o u n d r a , 
Queensland, Australia.  
26.8°S, 153.1°E  
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 46-year-old male from 
Caloundra, and has been diving for 25 years. He was 
wearing only boardshorts. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h00 the weather station at  
Beerburrum Forest, recorded an air temperature of 
78°F [26°C], dew point 38°F [4 C], humidity 14%, and 
wind direction was West at 5.8 mph [9.3 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 21% of the 
Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Three metres 
TIME: 16h30 
 
NARRATIVE: The diver was snorkeling with his 12-year-old son at his usual spot on the 
headland when he saw the shark sitting on the ocean floor. Thinking that wobbegongs are 
generally placid, he grabbed the shark on the tail in an effort to move it along. “I grabbed it 
by the back of its tail to get it up and mobile. I’ve done it before; usually you just give 
Wobbies a flick on the tail and they go off. But this one sized me up and decided to have a 
go. I regret doing that now and I won’t be grabbing them again. I’ll have a bit more respect 
for wildlife now, but it won’t stop me from diving.” 
 
INJURY: The diver sustained six puncture wounds and an abrasion to his chest. “It was a 
real crushing type bite and he was probably going for my mask,” said the diver. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: He returned home with his son who remained calm despite 
witnessing the incident, before his concerned wife told her “bloody idiot” husband to go to 
the hospital. Caloundra Hospital staff then administered eight numbing injections before 
cleaning the wounds.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a 40-kilogram, two-metre wobbegong shark. 
 
NOTE: This is a provoked incident. The man said the incident had sparked a change in 
attitude towards wildlife. “There’s a reason why things attack you and provocation is a big 
issue,” he said. “I spoke with my son about it and I think we both learnt a lesson.” 
 
SOURCE: Sunshine Coast Daily, May 4, 2006  
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