
ACTIVITY: Standing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.02.07 
DATE: Monday February 27, 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Oneloa (commonly known as Big Beach), South Maui, Hawaii, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Nikky Raleigh 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 15-year-old female. She moved to 
Maui in November to live with her mother. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature ranged from 81°F to 64°F and 
the sky was cloudy, but no rain fell. 
At 16h39, the weather station at Kahului recorded scattered 
clouds, and visibility of 10 miles [16.1 km]. The air temperature 
was 73°F [22.8°C], dew point 60.1°F [15.6°C ], humidity 64%, 
sea level pressure 29.99 inches [1015.6 hPa], and wind 
direction was ENE at 20.7 mph [33.3 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE; Waning Crescent, 0% of the Moon’s visible 
disk was illuminated. New Moon on February 28, 2006. 
SEA CONDITONS: According to police, the 
shore break was murky.  
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 
about a mile from where a diver's body (with 
shark bites) was found Friday on the Makena 
coast, however, the autopsy revealed the 
diver most likely drowned before being bitten 
by a shark. Makena State Park is a popular 
swimming and bodyboarding spot also known 
for its treacherous shorebreak and currents.  
The ocean bottom drops off to 20 feet just a 
few yards from where the shore break hits 
the beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: One to three feet 
TIME: 16h39 [Sunset was at 18h29] 
 
NARRATIVE: Nikky was wrestling in the water with a 17-year-old friend, Shane Wilds. The 
teens were facing seaward when the shark glided past them on a wave, knocked Shane off 
his feet and bit Nikky’s lower right leg. 
 
At first she thought it was a friend, 15-year-old Jessy Larson, horsing around. She then saw 
"a huge gray thing" and the animal's "round face." Nikky said she kicked it with her left foot 
before the shark released its grip and swam off. Jesse said he heard Nikky scream and 
knew something was wrong by the sound of her voice. He said he saw the shark's dorsal fin 
as it disappeared. 
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Jennifer Raleigh (reflected in the photograph) 
looks at a photograph of her children.  

Stepdaughter Nikky Raleigh, second from right, 
was bitten by a shark at Maui, Hawaii 
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INJURY: An eight to 12-inch laceration to the right calf.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Larson pulled 
Nicky out of the surf and she was carried to a 
picnic table, where she was helped by two 
nurses, a doctor and two firefighters who 
happened to be at the Makena park (aka, Big 
Beach). Police were called while a beachgoer 
attempted to stop the bleeding before 
paramedics arrived. Maui police Sgt. Natalie 
Ching said a shark's teeth marks were visible 
as the girl lay on a table at the beach after 
she had been bitten. Police evacuated the 
beach and notified the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources of the incident. 
 
Nikky was taken by ambulance to Maui 
Memorial Medical Center where she 
underwent seven hours of surgery. Additional 
surgery is scheduled for the next week to 
repair nerve damage. 
 
SPECIES: Maui police described the shark 
as a grey shark between five feet and seven 
feet in length. The state Department of Land 
and Natural Resources followed its usual 
protocol for shark attacks and closed a 
section of coastline near where the incident 
occurred and notified nearby hotels, including 
the Maui Prince. Crews are expected to scan the waters this morning to look for sharks in 
the area before a decision is made whether to reopen the shoreline. State Shark Task 
Force official Randy Honebrink said based on what he has learned, the shark involved in 
this incident was different from the shark that bit Moore. Honebrink said a "good-size shark" 
bit Moore, while the shark that bit the girl did not sound like a ‘real big shark’. "I would be 
more inclined to think that there were two separate incidents that occurred close together," 
Honebrink said.  

SOURCES: Gary T. Kubota and Rosemarie Bernardo, Star Bulletin, February 29, 2006. 
gkubota@starbulletin.com | rbernardo@starbulletin.com 
 

Sheldon Sneed, Courier-Post, February 28, 2006.  
 

Christie Wilson, cwilson@honoluluadvertiser.com 
http://www.courierpostonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060228/NEWS03/60228002/1020/VA
RSITY 
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Nicolette "Nikky" Raleigh and Shane Wilds 
at Maui Memorial Medical Center  
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