
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2006.02.12.a 
DATE: Sunday February12, 2006 
LOCATION: Off Brighton Beach, Adelaide, 
South Australia, Australia. 
 
BOAT: A 5.3-metre fibreglass boat 
OCCUPANTS: Josh Francou, the star Port 
Adelaide footballer, his cousin Michael Brister 
and good mate Paul Bahr.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 12h00, Adelaide recorded 
clear skies, air temperature was 69.8 °F 
[21 C], dew point 53.6°F [12ºC], humidity 56%, sea level pressure 29.98 inches [1015 hPa] 
and wind direction was West at 9.2 mph [14.8 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 99% of the Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place one day after a 2.4-metre bronze whaler shark 
was caught at Brighton Beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 kilometres 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The trio were fishing for garfish and King George Whiting when the shark 
“floated up like a submarine. “We had caught a few gar and were just getting ready to go 
when we saw it; it was unbelieveable,” said Francou. “It rolled on its side so you could see 
its white belly, it nudged the boat and for a moment looked like it was going to grab the out-
board.” The shark circled the boat for about 10 to 15 minutes before disappearing. 
 
INJURY: No injury to boat or occupants 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, estimated to be 4.5-metres in length. "I 
couldn't believe how big it was," Francou said. "I was in awe of its size. "I've seen Jaws (the 
movie) and shark shows on television, but you don't appreciate how big these fish are until 
you see them in the flesh. It was massive."  
 
SOURCE: Andrew Capel, The Advertiser, February 14, 2006; 
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,18139699-421,00.html 
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