
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving. 
CASE: GSAF 2006.01.15 
DATE: Sunday 15 January 2006 
LOCATION: The incident took place off City Beach, 
Perth, Western Australia.     
31.9°S, 115.9°E  
 
NAME: Bernard (Brian) Williams 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 52-year-old male, an 
electrician from Sorrento, a beachside suburb of 
Perth. He is an experienced diver, and was carrying a 
speargun and crayfish loop. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 09h00, Perth Airport recorded a clear, 
cloudless sky. The air temperature was 23.56ºC, 60% 
relative humidity, barometric pressure of 1008 hPa, 
and a ine km/h east-southeasterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 99% of the Moon 
was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea temperature was 18ºC, 
waves were from the southwest, and wave height was 
1.5 metres (12 second peaks). 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 3.5 kilometres 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Nearby fishermen, brothers-in-law Simon Rodwell and Alex Blain saw an 
unoccupied dive boat being circled by a shark. They rang the Water Police, telling them that 
there was a dive boat that was flying a dive flag and nobody on board. The Water Police 
requested that they go to the general vicinity and rev the engine of their boat to attract the 
attention of the divers who were underwater." Shortly afterwards, Brian Williams surfaced 
but he had already been bitten by the shark.  
 
Williams had been diving with two others but had become separated from them. He was 
submerged and hunting for crayfish when the shark apparently from behind and bit his 
elbow. “It just came out on my left hand side from below. I never even saw it coming. The 
first I saw of it was when I was looking at my elbow and wondering what was hanging off it 
and seeing this big head inches away from it. I got whacked, like I was hit by a car, and was 
dragged along for about two metres and shook up a little bit and that's when (the shark’s 
teeth) punctured my arm,” said Williams.  
 

Williams said he was not sure if he shook himself free or if the shark let go to try for a better 
hold, but he shot down to the ocean floor where he hid in a crevice. “I went straight to the 
bottom and [the shark] circled around, disappearing into the gloom and lunging back from 
different directions; it kept going around in circles,” he said. “The first time it came across 
the top of the reef it literally went straight over my head. As it got close enough I jabbed it in 
the nose; it was just like hitting a lump of steel, but it just kept going so I ducked down. But 
then there was so much blood in the water that I kept losing sight of it. I had to keep moving 
from hole to hole trying to get a better view of it. I think I was actually on the bottom hiding, 

Williams, in the emergency room  
at Sir Charles Gairdner hospital 
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and being chased around, for the best part of four or five minutes and then I ran into my 
buddies.” 
 
Williams said that as his two diving companions swam up to him the shark disappeared. “It 
seemed to leave about the same time as the other two turned up,” he said. “Brian has a 
shark pod, so whether that was a deterrent or seeing more people, I don't know.” One of 
Williams’ companions tied a crayfish bag around his arm to try to stem the bleeding and the 
three made their way to the surface before being rescued by another boat. “Everyone was 
looking around, although we didn't rush it, but as soon as we touched the boat we rushed 
over the sides,” said Williams. 
 
After they were settled, Williams asked for a phone to call his wife, Liz, because he did not 
want her to find out from anyone else. “I rang her up and said, ‘I've had a bit of an accident, 
it's not serious, I'm alive, but I've probably got to go to hospital’,” he said. Mrs Williams said 
he mentioned the shark shortly before the call ended. “I went ‘oh my god, are you alright? 
Have you got all your limbs?’ He just said we'd need a babysitter for the kids,” she said. 
 
INJURY: The diver sustained lacerations to his left elbow. The injuries were not life-
threatening. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The other two divers assisted Williams onto the boat and 
administered first aid. Then Surf Life Savers took him to shore in an inflatable rescue boat. 
St John Ambulance was waiting on shore and he was treated at the scene before being 
transported to Sir Charles Gairdner hospital. He was back at work within a fortnight. 
 

SPECIES: The incident was thought to involved a 3- or 3.5-metre white shark. Although 
Williams could not identify the shark, he describes it as “a lot longer than me and it would 
have been half a metre across the head with a lot of teeth. I had a perfect view of it when it 
came at me the second time, and across its head would have (measured) three or four 
hundred millimetres,” he said. 
 

The shark patrol aircraft and a Fisheries and police vessel went to the area to search for the 
shark but neither sighted the shark. Williams said he did not want the shark killed. “It would 
be a waste of time,” he said. “I don't think there's anything malicious to it.” 
 

SOURCES: The Australian, news.com.au, 
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,17830172-1245,00.html?from=rss 
 

The Weekend Australian, January 15, 2006;  
 

Sydney Morning Herald, January 16, 2006,  
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/i-hid-after-shark-
attack/2006/01/16/1137259986640.html 
 

Belfast Telegraph July 31, 2006, 
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/story.jsp?story=700684 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Terry Peake, Shark Research Institute. 
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