
ACTIVITY: Surfing  
CASE: GSAF 2005.10.13 
DATE: Thursday October 13, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Honokowai, Maui, Hawaii, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Clayton Sado 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 22-year-old male 
from Kahului. 
SURFBOARD: Yellow 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 17h54, Kahului recorded clear 
skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air 
temperature was 75.9°F [24.4°C], dew point 
66.9°F [19.4°C], humidity 74%, sea level 
pressure 30.03 inches [1016.7 hPa], and 
wind direction was ENE at 12.7 mph [20.4 
km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, October 17, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was a bit murky, but not any more than usual. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 to 20 feet 
TIME: 18h00 [6 p.m.] 
 
NARRATIVE: Clayton Sado had been surfing for about three hours and was about to call it 
a day. Just as he was starting to paddle back to shore the shark charged the surfboard, its  
snout hitting his knee, its teeth grasping his surfboard. Sado struggled to stay on the board 
as the shark thrashed from side to side with the surfboard in its mouth. Sado frantically hit 
the shark's snout and tried to push it away. "I was just thinking, 'Don't tip me over. Don't tip 
me over,'" Sado said. "It was fighting very much." Then, the shark released the surfboard 
and swam away. 
 
Sado's 39-year-old surfing buddy was about 20 yards away and saw his friend flailing 
around in the water, but didn't know what to make of it. After the shark swam away, "he 
gave me that look like, 'what the hell just happened,'" Sado said.  
 
Sado yelled to his friend and two boys surfing nearby to get out of the water. Then, for 
about 15 minutes, he remained nearly motionless on his board. "I waited for the courage to 
stick one hand in the water and paddle to the beach,” he said. . "As soon as I got to shore, I 
was jumping for joy just to be alive." 
 
Beaches in the area weren't closed because Sado didn't notify authorities immediately 
about the incident. 
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 

Clayton Sado 
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SPECIES: Sado estimates the shark, which had a gray, rounded head, was about seven to 
eight feet long. John Naughton, a National Marine Fisheries Service biologist, said the 
animal was likely a tiger shark searching for turtles. 
 
SOURCE: Star Bulletin, Sunday, October 16, 2005 
 
NOTE: This is the fourth shark encounter this year in Hawaiian waters. On May 2, a shark 
bit Scott Hoyt’s surfboard in six feet of water off Paia. On May 14, a month earlier, a nine-
foot tiger shark bit J. Bailey’s kayak about a half mile off Kihei. And on June 18, a tiger 
shark "bumped" Brad Grisson while he was swimming in waters off Kamaole Beach Park. 

Tooth impressions of the shark in Sado’s surfboard 
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