
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.09.22 
DATE: Tuesday September 20, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Gulf of Mexico off Tigertail Beach, 
Marco Island, Collier County, Florida, 
USA.  
25.9°N, 81.7°W  
 

NAME: Charlie Corrado  
DESCRIPTION: A male from Marco 
Island, and a veteran surfer who has 
surfed in Hawaii, Australia, Panama and Costa Rica. 
SURFBOARD: A new board?  
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 07h53, Naples recorded  clear skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air 
temperature was 79°F [26.1°C], dew point 75.9°F [24.4°C], humidity 90%, sea level 
pressure 29.87 inches [1011.3 hPa], and wind direction was East at 6.9 mph [11.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, September 17, 2005. Last Quarter, September 25, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: Waves were high from the effects of Hurricane Rita.  
ENVIRONMENT: Located on the northern coast of Marco Island, Tigertail Beach is one of 
the region’s top beaches for wildlife viewing. It is considered one of the best birding sites in  
southwest Florida. A white sandy beach separates the lagoon from the sea. 
TIME: 07h30 
 

NARRATIVE: “I was surfing off the north end of Tigertail Beach,” said Corrado. “I was only 
out about a half an hour and was waiting for the next wave when I felt it hit my foot.” 
Corrado said he felt an extremely sharp pain, then he felt a throbbing pain, and noticed his 
foot was bleeding. His first thought was that he was bitten by a shark, and he paddled to the 
beach. 
 

INJURY: Lacerations to dorsum of left foot. 
 
FIRST AID: The surfer didn't have his cell phone so he stopped at the beach guard shack to 
borrow a phone and wrapped his foot in a sock that he had in his car. He called his wife 
Krista to tell her to meet him at the emergency room at the Marco Healthcare Center, then 
drove himself there. 
 

TREATMENT: The injury ended up being more minor than Corrado initially thought, but 
resulted in several stitches. 
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown 
 
NOTE: “He just got a new surfboard,” said his wife. “I'm going to need to hide it from him.” It 
is not known if he was using the new board at the time of the incident. If so, the design of 
the board or how it was used may be a contributing factor. 
 
SOURCE: Andrea M. Galabinski, Marco Island Sun Times, September 22, 2005, 
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http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=15256739&BRD=2256&PAG=461&dept_id=4
55823&rfi=6 
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Charlie Corrado  


