
ACTIVITY: Body surfing. 
CASE: GSAF 2005.09.20 
DATE: Tuesday September 20, 2005 
LOCATION:  The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean off 48th Avenue 
South, behind the Beach Cove, in North 
Myrtle Beach, Horry County, South 
Carolina, USA. 
Longitude - 078.733443,  
Latitude: +33.790213 
 

NAME: Clair Parrett  
DESCRIPTION: She is a 68-year-old 
female from Bethpage, New York. She 
is 5'6.5" tall and weighs 120 pounds. 
She was wearing a one-piece blue 
swimsuit, a small cross (1.5") around 
her neck, and had no injuries before the 
incident.   
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: 16h10 there were scattered 
clouds, air temperature was 73.4°F 
[23°C], 94% humidity and there was no 
wind. By 16h53, the sky was clear, air 
temperature had cooled to 72°F 
[21.7°C], and humidity was 97%. 
Barometric pressure was 30.16 inches / 
1021.2 hPa.  
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbeous 
(92% i l luminated).  Fu l l  Moon, 
September 17, 2005. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was brown, murky and choppy. The waves were described as 
“medium”. Underwater visibility was nil. The water temperature was 78°F to 84°F, 
estimated. The incident took place nine minutes before mean low tide. 
ENVIRONMENT: No channel was present, no one was fishing in the vicinity, and the 
incident did not take place near a pier, rocky outcrop or a channel. Dan Abel, an associate 
professor of marine science at Coastal Carolina University said there were a lot of baitfish in 
the area. “The sharks are there, the food they want is near the shore, the water is murky 
and there are people swimming.” Parrett told police she didn't see anything out of the 
ordinary at the time of the bite. There was no unusual fish or bird activity. 
 

Capps said small tidal pools have formed on the beach since Hurricane Ophelia and 
postulated that the shark might have been in one of those pools when it encountered 
Parrett, however, since the incident occurred at low tide and she was far from the beach, 
this was apparently not the case. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: 16h30 

©  Global Shark Accident File, 2005. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.  



 

NARRATIVE: Fifteen to 20 people were on the beach and few people were in the water. 
One man was 200 feet west of Clair. Clair’s husband, John Parrett, her cousin Irene Klauss, 
and Irene’s husband Al Klauss were with her in the water; the family had been in the water 
for about 20 minutes. Clair had just finished body surfing a wave and was facing shoreward 
when the shark approached from behind and made a single bite to her calf. The shark 
slammed into her right leg knocking her over onto her left side. Clair’s first thought was that 
she was stung by a jellyfish and she reached down to swat at what hit her. As she did so, 
she hit something that “felt like a board” and her fingers were cut. Then she lifted her leg out 
of the water and saw gashes in her right leg above the ankle. She attempted to walk to the 
beach, but was unable to stand. Irene, Al and her husband carried her to shore. There were 
no lifeguards on the beach at the time of the incident. 
 

INJURY: Clair sustained lacerations to her fingers, calf and heel. Tendons on the bottom of 
the right foot were ripped. There was a gaping wound to the outer aspect of the right leg 
above the ankle, an avulsion injury. Lacerations to the three middle fingers of the right hand 
required suturing. 
 
FIRST AID: There was a nurse on the beach and a few bystanders. Clair’s husband ran to 
get some beach towels for her leg, and someone gave her a beach chair to sit on. A North 
Myrtle Beach fire dept. official arrived on the scene. Clair was put on the fire official’s beach 
buggy and taken to a medical facility where an ambulance awaited. In the ambulance, EMS 
provided medication intravenously.  
 

TREATMENT: She was transported to Conway Medical Center where her injuries were 
surgically repaired at 01h30 on September 21 by orthopedic surgeon Ross Taylor, M.D.  
Approximately 48 stitches were needed to close the wounds.  
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SPECIES INVOLVED: Irene Klauss, who was in the water with Clair, saw the shark as it 
moved away from her and said it was about three to four feet in length. Sgt. David Capps of 
the North Myrtle Beach Department of Public Safety thought it was most likely was a 
blacktip shark or sandbar shark. He said the concentration of those sharks is high along the 
Grand Strand this time of the year. “If you could see the number of sharks near the shore, 
you would see how few bites there are compared to the number of sharks,” he said. 
 
SOURCES: Kenneth A. Galliard, The Sun News, September 21, 2005, 
http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/mld/myrtlebeachonline/12700339.htm 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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