
ACTIVITY: Standing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.09.07 
DATE: Wednesday September 7, 
2005 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place at Park Beach in Coffs 
Harbour, northern New South 
Wales, Australia.  
30.3°S, 153.1°E  
 
NAME: Blake Garnett 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 15-year-
old male from Maroubra in eastern 
Sydney. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, September 11, 2005 
ENVIRONMENT: A number of dolphins and sharks were spotted chasing a large bait 
school in the area near where the competition was taking place according to the competition 
organizer, Mark Windon. "I don't doubt (the shark attack); this is the time of year we get a lot 
of baitfish." Windon also said events were stopped as a precaution for half an hour 
Thursday, and he expressed his concern for the competitors' safety to Coffs Harbour City 
Council. Also, on Thursday, Council lifeguard co-ordinator Greg Hackfath confirmed one 
shark sighting at the competition, and said a lifesaver with a jet ski had been sent to watch 
the surfers Friday.  
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: Dusk 
 
NARRATIVE: Blake Garnett was competing in the Balance Surf NSW State Junior Titles at 
Coffs Harbour, an event that runs to Sunday. He was standing beside his surfboard in the 
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Park Beach, Coffs Harbour 



surf; he was not surfing in the contest at the time of the incident. "He had just caught a wave 
and felt something pulling him down, and then it let go and nipped at him, all in a matter of 
seconds," said his father, Michael Garnett.  
 

Two of Blake's fellow surfers carried him up the beach, where they waited for an ambulance 
to take him to hospital. 
 
INJURY: His left foot has a bite mark across the toes, and at least three deep, wide 
slashing cuts on his ankle 
 
TREATMENT: The teen underwent hours of surgery at Coffs Harbour Hospital Thursday 
night to repair his foot. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: "There was no sighting (of a shark) but I can't see what else it could 
have been," said the teen’s father. However, residents quoted in The Coffs Coast Advocate 
believe a baby bronze whaler or blacktip shark bit Blake. 
 
SOURCES:  Paul Carter, News.com.au, September 9, 2005,  
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,16545521-2,00.html?from=rss 
 

Sydney Morning Herald, September 9, 2005,  
h t t p : / / w w w . s m h . c o m . a u / n e w s / N a t i o n a l / S h a r k - b i t e s - s u r f e r - a t - C o f f s -
Harbour/2005/09/09/1125772683831.html 
 

Brisbane Courier-Mail, September 9, 2005,  
http://www.thecouriermail.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,16545521%
255E1702,00.html 

Weather at Coffs Harbour, NSW, on September 7, 2005 
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