
ACTIVITY: Body boarding 
CASE GSAF 2005.08.22 
DATE: Monday August 22, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place in  
the Atlantic Ocean at North Myrtle Beach, 
Horry County, South Carolina, USA.  
33.8°N, 78.7°W  
 

NAME: Nicholas House 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 17-year-old male 
from Beamsville, Canada. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: See next page 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, August 25, 
2005 
TIME: Morning 
 
NARRATIVE: Nicholas was injured when he kicked a solid object in the water. "He kicked it, 
but he didn't see what he kicked," said the teen’s father, Barry House. "He felt like 
something was cutting him. He panicked and he came running out of the water. He was 
holding his leg and he was bleeding. He kept saying 'I'm bit, I'm bit.'" 
 
INJURY: According to the teen’s father, Barry House, the injury on his son’s knee has an 
inverted "v" shape and another area of his knee has a long scrape, his father said. Photos 
of the injury were sent to the S.C. Department of Natural Resources, and are being 
evaluated by Glenn Ulrich, a fisheries biologist with the S.C. DNR, "I'm not ruling [a shark 
bite] out, but I'm not 100 percent sure," Ulrich said. "This is unusual; this is the first time I've 
ever gotten photographs [of bites on people]. My experience is primarily seeing bites on 
other sharks." 
 
FIRST AID: House was treated by a lifeguard and did not go to the hospital, said his father, 
Barry House.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:   It was thought the incident involved a blacktip shark about three 
feet in length. 
 
SOURCE: Kelly Marshall, Sun News, 
http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/mld/myrtlebeachonline/news/local/12459999.htm 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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