
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2005.08.06 
DATE: Saturday August 6, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
Isle of Palms Beach, Charleston 
County, South Carolina, USA.   
79º785'W, 32.º78'N 
 

NAME: Michael Lamb 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old 
male, 5'4" in height and weighs 120 
pounds. He was wearing khaki-colored 
shorts but wore no jewelry. He had a 
small injury on the sole of his foot as result of stepping on goggles in pool a few weeks 
earlier. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast. A storm approached just as Lamb got out of the water 
“after the bite occurred”. It started raining, thundering, and lightning. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, August 4, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was described as muddy and murky with underwater 
visibility no more than six to 12 inches. There were large swells and the current was flowing 
northeast to southwest. It was not known if a channel was present. The estimated water 
temperature was 85º to 90ºF. Mean high tide was at 09h30. 
ENVIRONMENT: There is a fishing pier about 100-200 yards north east of the incident site. 
According to Lamb, no one was fishing. No dolphins or schools of baitfish were seen and 
there was no unusual bird activity. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 yards (Note: Lamb says he was about as far out as the end 
of the pier) 
DISTANCE FROM 
PIER:  100-200 yards. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT 
INCIDENT SITE:  Chest 
deep  
TIME: 09h45 
 

NARRATIVE: Between 
40 to 60 people were on 
the beach, and a man 
and two children were in 
the water about 30 yards 
northeast of Michael 
Lamb and his friend, Will 
Coster. The two boys 
had been in the water for 
an hour. Michael dove 
under a wave. When he surfaced he was parallel to the shore, facing northeast towards the 
pier. Shark approached Michael from behind; it was moving from the southwest, swimming 
northeast towards the pier.   
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As Michael began kicking his feet to swim, he felt the shark grab his left foot and he was 
jerked down in the water to his neck. At first Michael thought it was his friend, Will, grabbing 
him, so placed his right foot on the sand and he jerked his foot away. As he did so, he felt 
what he describes as a “ripping” sensation. The two boys left the water immediately. 
 
INJURY: The injury was to the left foot. There was a 
cut to the top of the fifth toe “the small toe”, at the 
toenail, and a cut to the side of the fifth toe. There 
was one puncture on the knuckle of the fifth toe, two 
more punctures above the knuckle of the fifth toe. 
One puncture in-between the fifth toe and the fourth 
toe  “V shaped wounds”. There were two pieces of 
flesh missing out of the bottom of the foot: One piece 
on the bottom of the fifth toe, and one piece from the 
palm of the foot. Michael felt no pain for the first 30 
minutes after he was bitten. 
FIRST AID: When the Michael exited the water, Will 
Coster ran to get a police officer/beach patrol officer 
for help. First aid was administered by the police 
officer/beach patrol officer.  
 
TREATMENT: Michael did not go to the hospital. He 
received treatment from Murray Thompson, M.D., at 
the Adolescent Medical Center on the following 
Monday. No stitches were needed. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, GSAF. 
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