
ACTIVITY: Boogie Boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2005.06.07 
DATE: Tuesday June 7, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place directly across the street 
from the Night Herring Cottages 
on Kiawah Island, Charleston 
County, South Carolina, USA. 
32º6033'N, 80º.1317'W. 
 
NAME: Katherine Cochrane 
DESCRIPTION: She is an 11-
year-old female, five feet tall 
and weighing 70 pounds. She 
was wearing a dark blue and 
pale blue two-piece swim suit 
with a long top. She was not 
wearing any jewelry and had no 
injuries prior to the incident. She 
is a sixth-grader at Rainbow 
Elementary School 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear. 
Barometric pressure was 29.97. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, 
June 6, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea 
was greenish-blue and visibility 
was at least three feet. The 
water was not rough but there 
were swells. No channel was 
present. High tide was at   
According to Katherine’s 
mother, the water temperature 
on Tuesday was at least 10 
degrees cooler than it had been 
the previous day, suggesting an 
upwelling was present.. 
ENVIRONMENT: Dolphins were 
seen offshore on Monday.  No one was fishing in the area when the incident took place. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 to 30 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist deep 
TIME: Between 11h30 and 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Approximately 20 people were on the beach and about 20 were in the water.  
Four people were 15 to 30 feet from Katherine and three were within 10 feet of the girl when 
the incident took place. Katherine had been in the water about an hour and was facing 
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shoreward. She had been riding a small boogie board. She slid off her board and, as her 
feet touched the sand, she felt something grab her left foot, release it and then bite just 
above her left ankle.  
 
INJURY: The girl’s right foot and ankle were bitten. There were 24 teeth marks on the 
dorsum of her foot, a laceration on her toe and foot, and possibly a second bite mark on her 
ankle.  
 
TREATMENT: Her injuries required several stitches. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  
 
SOURCES:  http://www.al.com/news/huntsvilletimes/index.ssf?/base/
news/1123665307210911.xml&coll=1 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, GSAF 
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