
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.05.25 
DATE: Wednesday May 25, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean at Wacky Point, a surfing spot famous for 
its beach breaks just to the right of the mouth of 
the Kei River, Eastern Cape Province, South 
Africa.    
32°40,2'S, 28°23'E 
 
NAME: Jay Catherall 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 32-year-old male, a 
wildlife photographer from Worcester, England. 
Catherall and his girlfriend, Nicola Garner, also a 
wildlife photographer from Worcester, said the 
couple was at the end of an eight-month trip 
through Africa and were staying at Morgan Bay.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, May 23, 2005 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place during 
the annual sardine run. Every year at this time 
giant shoals of sardines move a thousand miles 
eastwards from the Southern Cape to the warmer 
waters of KwaZulu-Natal, followed by other 
species of fish, sharks, dolphins, Cape fur seals 
and seabirds feeding on the vast shoals. “There 
were dolphins everywhere and thousands of birds 
diving for fish,” said Nicola. Chris Bodgers one of the men surfing with Catherall said, “I 
must admit that we broke a few of the rules when entering the water” explaining that the 
water was clear, there was a sardine run, a school of dolphins was spotted, and gannets 
were diving into the sea. “The sea was very busy; it was like an aquarium. It was dodgy. We 
probably shouldn't have entered the water, but all was clear and we were just hoping to 
catch a few waves,” he said. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 metres 
TIME: 11h00 
  
NARRATIVE: Jay was surfing with two companions. “I felt something pulling me 
backwards. I thought it was just the current. But after the second pull I realised it was 
something from the water,” he said.  
 
“Jay had just completed a ride on a huge barrel wave and was beginning to paddle in when 
I saw him give the shark warning symbol, an upturned hand to the forehead,” said Nicola. 
“Other surfers said he was knocked off his board and taken down under the water, but Jay 
can’t remember that. It all happened in a swirl. He remembers paddling towards a rock 
around which the water was swirling when something seemed to pull him back. He thinks 
that, as he turned, the shark bit into his right arm and he reacted by punching the shark and 
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Catherall with the wetsuit he was 
wearing when he was bitten by the 

shark. 
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getting back on his board; 
he just remembers getting 
back on his board and 
giving the shark symbol,” 
she said.  
 

“I remember repeatedly 
beating the shark on the 
nose,” said Catherall. 
 

Then there was a second 
pull, this time much 
harder. After the second 
pull. Catherall said the 
shark disappeared and he 
managed to float with his 
surfboard to the shore. It 
was only then that he 
realised he had been 
bitten. According to 
Catherall he had been 
bitten twice, but “did not 
feel a thing”. “It wasn't a violent attack. I did not feel any of the biting. It was just a 
sensation,” he said. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained lacerations on his buttocks, arm and back of his legs. The 
shark’s teeth just missed severing the main artery at the back of one of his legs. No tissue 
was removed by the shark. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was treated by District surgeon Dr Nico Veltman. A hundred 
stitches were required to repair the injuries. The surfer refused to go to hospital. “He can be 
grateful he's only got a sore butt. He's not going to be sitting on that for many weeks,” said 
Billy Lawrence, supervisor of the emergency service in the Kei River area. Catherall said he 
would be back in the water as soon as he had healed. 
 
SPECIES: It was thought the incident involved a raggedtooth shark. “Raggedtooth sharks 
usually do not initiate an attack; the surfer may have disturbed it by falling off his board and 
bumping into it,” said Mike Anderson-Reade, deputy CEO of operations at the Natal Sharks 
Board.  

SOURCES: Chandré Prince, East London Daily Dispatch, May 26, 2005;  
http://www.dispatch.co.za/2005/05/26/Easterncape/attack.html 
 

Tabelo Timse, The Port Elizabeth Herald,  May 26, 2005 
 

SABC News 
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