
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.05.02.a 
DATE: Monday May 2, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place at a surf site known as 
Noriega's in Kū'au Bay on the north shore of Maui, Hawaii, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Scott Hoyt 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 47-year-old helicopter mechanic, 
lived in Ku'au for 11 years before moving to Reno, Nevada, in 
2003. He returned to the coastal enclave a several weeks prior 
to the incident to housesit for a friend, and was enjoying surfing 
in his old stomping grounds. 
SURFBOARD: A white trifin with black fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and there 
was no wind. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, May 7, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was very clean 
and clear, and wave height was two to four 
feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: Noriega’s, which is 
between Mama’s Fish House and Tavares 
Bay, is a popular windsurfing and surfing 
spot. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Reports vary 
from 70 to 300 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Six feet  
TIME: 10h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Scott Hoyt had been in the 
water since 08h00 along with several other 
surfers, but he and another surfer were the 
only ones still in the water when the incident 
took place. Hoyt was paddling out for 
another set when the shark approached 
from behind. Both Hoyt’s legs were on the 
surfboard, but he felt the shark hit his ankle 
and was jolted off his board. When he turned 
around, he saw a shark's gray head, about 
18 inches in width, biting his surfboard. Then 
the shark disappeared. Hoyt got back on his 
board and yelled a warning to another surfer nearby before catching a wave into shore. The 
other surfer saw a tail fin coming out of the water and asked Hoyt what it was. “I said, ‘It’s a 
shark. Let’s get out of here,’” he said. 
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 
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Scott Hoyt points to tooth marks on the 
underside of his board 
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STAR-BULLETIN / MAY 2005: 
Hoyt holds up the surfboard with 
tooth marks of the shark.  

DAMAGE TO SURBOARD: There were five, possibly six, tooth marks on the surfboard. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Officials believed the incident involved a tiger shark about 10 feet in 
length. The beach was closed following the incident. 
 
SOURCES: Timothy Hurley, The Honolulu Advertiser 
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2005/May/03/ln/ln22p.html; 
 

KHNL Honolulu,  
http://www.khnl.com/Global/story.asp?S=3290663;  
 

The Maui News 
http://www.mauinews.com/story.aspx?id=8484 
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