
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2005.04.06.b 
DATE: Wednesday April 6, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Caribbean Sea at Utila, Bay Islands, 
Honduras. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: The diver is a female, a 
nurse. She was visiting the island with 
her husband, who is a doctor. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT 
SITE:  “Several thousand feet”, according to Jim Engel of Utila Dive Lodge. 
TIME: Early evening 
 
NARRATIVE: The incident took place when she jumped into the water from the stern of the 
boat to start her dive. She was injured as soon as she entered the water.  
 
INJURY: According to the nurse who treated the diver at the trauma center on Utila, she 
sustained a crescent-shaped laceration (about as the size from your thumb to index finger) 
on the side of her calf. The laceration extended to the bone which may have been fractured, 
requiring surgical repair. There was no mark on the posterior calf, although there was a 
mark/scratch on the upper part of the thigh. The other leg had a large bruise on the inside of 
the knee. The knuckle of one hand was abraded.  
 
FIRST AID: The diver received initial treatment at the trauma center in Utila. The doctor at 
the trauma center thought she may have been injured by the boat’s propeller. However, the 
boat captain and other divers reported that the prop was idle. It was also thought possible 
that she may have struck the equipment or tank of another diver as she entered the water. 
 
TREATMENT: The diver was taken to the mainland for further treatment. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Shark involvement cannot be confirmed. A large silky shark was in 
the vicinity of the boat and several other smaller unidentified species of sharks, one of 
whom had been severely bitten by another shark.  
 
However, the dive boat does not have a swim platform and the rudder is within inches of a 
diver’s entry point, as is the propeller. If the diver did a normal entry, her body may have 
become slightly horizontal and she may well have struck the boat.  
 
“Dive operations do not like to blame the boat, so the local story will likely remain that this 
was a shark attack.” 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Jim Engel, Shark Research Institute; Steve Fox, Deep Blue 
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