
ACTIVITY: Unknown 
CASE: GSAF 2005.04.06.a 
DATE:  Tuesday April 6, 2005 
LOCATION:  The incident took 
place in the Atlantic Ocean at 
Jacksonville Beach, Duval 
County, Florida, USA. 
30.3°N, 81.8°W  
 
NAME: Jessica Abe 
DESCRIPTION:   
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly 
cloudy, air temperature was 
80ºF, humidity was 70% and 
there was a 16 mph 
southeasterly breeze. Sunset 
was at 19h49. 
MOON PHASE: Waning 
Crescent. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The press 
reported that recent rainfall has 
cooled the water temperature, 
and it was believed the water 
temperature may have attracted sharks close to shore. 
ENVIRONMENT: It was also thought that increased fishing at the 
Jacksonville Beach pier, which is near where Abe was bitten, might 
have attracted the shark.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Unknown 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: Unknown 
 
NARRATIVE: Jessica Abe was in the water with her two children when she felt something 
push against her left leg. "There were other people in the water," she said. "There were 
other people further out in the water than I was. It wasn't something I expected. It caught 
me completely off guard."  
 
INJURY: There was a crescent of small puncture marks on her left calf. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was reported that a small hammerhead shark was seen swimming 
away from Mrs. Abe. "I'm sure it was looking for a fish," said Palmer. "It was hungry, and 
sometimes, I can imagine, they can see what they're biting. Sometimes they can't. . . We 
want people to come out to the beach and enjoy the water. And if we find that there is a 
danger, yes, we will get people out." 
 
SOURCE: http://news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ibsys/20050406/lo_wjxt/2657833 
WJXT News4Jax.com 
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