
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.03.28 
DATE: Monday March 28, 2005 
LOCATION: The attack occurred at Dunes, between 
Noordhoek Beach and Kommetjie, Western Cape Province, 
South Africa. 
 
NAME: Chris Sullivan 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 32-year-old male, a visitor from 
New Quay, in Cornwall, United Kingdom. He arrived in 
Cape Town on Sunday for a holiday with three friends and 
his girlfriend, Barbara Robinson.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, March 25, 2005 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 500 metres 
TIME: 09h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Sullivan had been surfing with two friends, 
Keith Lawson of Scotland who arrived in Cape Town three 
days earlier, and Mark Sampson, also from the UK, but 
who now lives in Noordhoek. Sampson's board snapped 
earlier and he had left the beach.  
 

As Sullivan turned around he saw the shark heading for 
him. When it took hold of his right leg, he kicked it with his 
left leg and punched it. Then he pulled his right leg from the 
shark’s mouth. Sullivan was able to stay on his board and 
catch a small wave which took him back to the shore. 
 

Lawson, who was not injured during the incident, said he 
saw the shark only after it had bitten Sullivan. "The shark 
was between us and Chris was fighting it. I saw the shark's 
dorsal and tailfin, and they were about two metres apart," 
said Lawson.  
 
INJURY: The surfer’s right calf was lacerated and he 
sustained puncture wounds to the sole of his right foot. 
 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGE: Unknown 
 
FIRST AID: Dr Spies from Fish Hoek apparently witnessed 
the incident and was first on the scene. He treated Sullivan 
prior to the arrival of the National Sea Rescue Institute 
(NSRI) medics. According to Clive Mortimer, the NSRI 
station commander at Kommetjie, they launched a rescue 
boat after receiving a shark attack report. "On arrival on-scene we found Sullivan already on 
the beach." He said the patient was stabilized and flown by Metro Rescue Red Cross AMS 
helicopter helicopter to the Constantiaberg Medi-Clinic. 
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TREATMENT: Sullivan underwent four hours of surgery at Constantiaberg Medi-Clinic in 
Plumstead, a suburb of Cape Town. He needed 200 stitches for deep multiple bite wounds 
to his lower leg and foot. According to Sister Barbara Lander, emergency unit manager at 
the clinic, the wounds resulted when Sullivan pulled his leg from the jaws of the shark. 
Lander is expected to be discharged in five days. Sullivan’s friend, Mark Sampson, said. "It 
looks like there is quite minimal damage in terms of bone or tendon, so I think they are 
going to be able to stitch him back together and the guy is going to be as good as new." 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Lawson estimated the shark's mouth was about a metre wide and 
said the shark was between three and four metres in length. It was thought the incident 
involved a four-metre white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. The shark was later spotted by 
a group of divers at a point about 500m away. Sullivan dismissed suggestions that sharks 
deemed to be a threat should be culled. "I haven't got a problem with the shark," he said. "I 
was in its water and I was stupid enough to go surfing where there were a lot of sharks." 
 
SOURCES: 
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=139&art_id=qw1112022720150B243 
http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=4318970; 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L28696760.htm; 
http://www.news24.com/News24/South_Africa/News/0,,2-7-1442_1681779,00.html 
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