
ACTIVITY: Diving in Aquarium display tank 
CASE: 2005.03.12 
DATE: Saturday March 12, 2005 
LOCATION: The incident took place at the 
Albuquerque Aquarium. The Aquarium is 
located at 2601 Central Ave. NW, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA.  
 
NAME: Ken Pitts 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 45-year-old male, 
5'6" tall, and weighs 160 pounds. He was 
clad in a 3 mm wetsuit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place in 
the aquarium’s 285,000-gallon Shark Cove 
tank. 
TIME: 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: The reef fish had just been fed by divers, and two divers were exiting the 
water near the dive platform. Pitts was at the surface, his head above the water, removing 
his dive gear, when the shark collided with his arm. The shark did not bite the diver nor 
display any aggression, the fish was apparently dozing and simply bumped into him.  
 
INJURY: There were two puncture wounds, each 1/4 inch in size, five inches above the 
wrist on his forearm. 
 
TREATMENT: The diver was taken to the emergency room as a precaution. His wounds 
were minor, six stitches were used to repair them (one puncture wound was avulsed), and 
he was treated and released. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a male sandtiger shark, seven feet in length. A 
resident of the tank for 11 years, he was used to divers being in the tank. Sandtiger sharks 
commonly swim with their mouths slightly agape, exposing their pronged teeth. The sharks 
in the Shark Cove tank are not fed by divers and do not associate divers with a food source; 
they are fed from outside the tank. 
 
SOURCES: Holly Casman, Manager of the Albuquerque Aquarium;  
Todd Dukart, KOBTV, http://www.kobtv.com/html/17788.html 
 
NOTE: This is considered a provoked incident because it involved a captive shark. 
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