
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2005.02.16 
DATE: Wednesday February 16, 
2005 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place at Rocky Point, a popular 
surfing spot along the north shore 
of Oah’u, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Greg Long 
DESCRIPTION: He is a seasoned 
surfer from San Clemente, 
California. 
SURFBOARD: 6'6" trifin, white 
with black fins.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, February 15, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear and the sea surface temperature was 77ºF, 
estimated. 
ENVIRONMENT: The seafloor consisted of coral and lava rock. The incident took place 25 
yards from a deep water channel. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 40 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Six to 14 feet 
TIME: 14h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Big-wave charger Greg Long was enjoying an uncrowded session at maxing 
Rocky Rights surfing a brand new board, preparing for the Monster Energy Pipeline Pro to 
be held the next day. 
 
"It was in the middle of a lull and I had paddled inside to get a cleaner one," Greg recalls. "I 
was just lying there on my board, no sharky vibes at all  it was a nice sunny day, and I was 
in reasonably shallow water. All of a sudden the thing hit me hard; it felt like someone had 
taken a sledgehammer to the bottom of my board." As the shark bit the surfboard, Greg was 
launched a few feet in the air, knocking the wind out of him. "I went into water, collected my 
thoughts and actually looked  saw the fin in the water right there  and started frog-kicking 
towards shore. I grazed the shark once with my left leg.  
 
“As soon as I could, I started paddling in as fast as I could,” he said. “Unfortunately, it was 
still a lull, so I paddled almost the whole way in. Right before I reached shore, a frothy 
double-up landed right on my head. I got pummeled, but ran as fast as I could onto the 
rocks." Afterwards, lifeguards closed the beaches from Sunset to Pipeline (about a one-mile 
stretch of beaches) for 24 hours. 
 
INJURY: No injury. When Long took off his wetsuit he was amazed that he was unharmed 
"It was like if you got shot at 10 times and they missed every time," he explains. "After that, I 
was counting my blessings, my lucky stars and everything in between." 
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Surfer Greg Long points to bite marks on his surfboard 
made by a tiger shark. 



DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: There were teeth marks of the shark along the bottom of the 
surfboard and around the rails, and some pressure dings. Next day Long used a backup 
board in his heat at the Monster Pipeline Pro.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier, about eight 
feet in length.  
8-699.  
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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