
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.11.27 
DATE: Saturday November 27, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean at Nahoon Beach, 
five kilometres northeast of the harbor 
entrance at East London, Eastern 
Cape Province, South Africa.   
32°59,4'S, 27°57,1'E 
 
NAME: Llewellyn Maske 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 20-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 18h30, East London 
recorded mostly cloudy skies. The air 
temperature was 71.6ºF [22ºC], dew 
point 64.4ºF [18ºC], humidity 78%, sea 
level pressure 29.92 inches [1013 
hPa], and wind direction was North. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, November 26, 2004 
ENVIRONMENT: Nahoon lies on the west bank of the Nahoon River, five kilometres north 
of the entrance to East London Harbour. The most popular beach in East London, Nahoon 
is renowned throughout the South African surfing community for producing some 
spectacular waves and is the venue of many national surfing competitions.  
TIME: 18h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Llewellyn Maske was surfing with six companions when he was bitten by the 
shark. “I screamed and kicked at it twice and it let go my foot. The other surfers came to my 
rescue,” he said. 
 
INJURY: According to the surfer, there were “three big gashes” on his foot. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was taken to MediCross Hospital where his injury was sutured. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was thought to have involved a raggedtooth shark. 
 
COMMENT: Buffalo City amenities manager Willie Maritz said that Gonubie Beach was 
closed after surfers reported seeing an unidentified shark, while Bonza Bay Beach was 
closed for a few hours on Saturday. Maritz said both shark-bite incidents (GSAF 2004.11.26 
& GSAF 2004.11.27) had been “fairly minor” and had probably involved raggedtooth sharks. 
Maritz said there were always sharks in the area, including many ragged-tooth sharks and 
this was not regarded as a problem. He said people should simply be careful when going 
into the sea. “The ocean is a wilderness area. If you go in there, there are always dangers 
in the sea  bluebottles, whatever. We can't make it safe for you. People must be careful 
when they go in the water,” he warned. Maritz said he was baffled by the two separate 
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shark incidents occurring this late in the year. “This is absolutely strange. We normally have 
shark attacks at the end of May and beginning of June and July  not in summer time,” said 
Maritz. He said the ragged-tooth shark might have mistaken the feet of the people for fish. 
  
The chairman of the East London Surf-Lifesaving Association, Dave Mills, said although he 
was not an expert on sharks he also believed raggedtooth sharks were involved in the 
incidents. He also said that there was no need to close the beaches as “raggies” did not 
usually cause problems.  
 
Although not sure, Maske did not believe it was a raggedtooth shark considering the depth 
of the gashes. 
 
REPORTED BY: James Eager, Scuba Radio (scubaradio.com) 
 
SOURCES: Louise Flanagan and Lulamile Feni, East London Dispatch 
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