
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.11.11.b 
DATE: Thursday November 11, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
Bunkers, a surfing area off the North Jetty 
at the entrance to Humboldt Bay, Humboldt 
County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Brian Kang 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 38-year-old male,  
5'6" in height and weighs 137 pounds. He 
was clad in 5mm Excell wetsuit and 
wearing a seven-foot black leash. He is a 
Geographic Information Systems specialist 
from Arcata. 
SURFBOARD: Kang was using a 5'8" x 
2½" 'Fish' design surfboard with white 5” twin fins and a 3½" black stabilizer fin. The entire 
board is Royal Blue with foot traction pad on deck. Glassing: Single 4oz. S-Glass top and 
bottom. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER:  There were a few scattered high clouds. In the morning there was a light 
(5mph) northwest breeze but at the time of the incident it was calm with no wind. The air 
temperature was about 65ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 2% of the moon’s visible disk was illuminated. New 
Moon on November 12, 2005 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was glassy calm and flat. Kang describes the water as “clear 
for Humboldt” with water visibility of six to eight feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place over a sandy bottom. No one was fishing, there 
was no deep-water channel nearby, no kelp beds, no marine animals, no fishing boats and 
the surfer did not observe anyone fishing in the area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 feet 
DISTANCE SOUTH OF THE ACCESS ROAD: 100 yards   
DISTANCE FROM NORTH JETTY: 150 to 200 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Six to eight feet, but the incident took place at the 
surface. 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Kang had been in the water about 15 or 20 minutes. He describes the 
sequence of events: “Bobby Wright, Jennifer Savage and I were surfing the fun little 
overhead waves on the inside hightide sandbars. (There was a high tide at 10 a.m. going to 
pretty good low, which means surf was transitioning quickly). We each got a few waves and 
noticed a few outside waves were starting appear and connect to the inside. I decided to 
make the paddle solo and just completed the extra 50-100 yards to get to the next set of 
sandbars.”   
 

Kang was outside the breakers when he was knocked from his board by the shark. "It just 
came out of the blue," he said. “When the shark first hit me, it approached from the south. I 
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was looking out to sea when I felt something grab my left side, glanced quickly to my left 
and saw the shark’s tail fin. The shark started thrashing its tail (at least three times), 
sending a fairly large whitewater spray. I believe I saw the top of the shark, but I don't 
remember seeing the shark’s dorsal fin.” As Kang tried to mount his board again, the shark 
returned. The second time I saw the shark was when it let me go. It surfaced and it's head 
was right next to me. I was either on my board or swimming, but I believe I was lying down 
and put my board between me and the shark, pushing it away with my left hand and then 
with my right hand...I remember feeling a rather soft leather texture - super freaky -and [the 
shark] definitely had a white underside. For better or worse my recollection there was a lot 
of whitewater flung around. after I pushed it away with my hands I believe I felt water 
turbulence-freaky, I remember 'hot footing' like if would walk on coals. I pulled on my leash 
to get [my board] to me quicker and started to make the long paddle. At that point the shark 
disappeared. The ocean went completely calm...no wave all. And I was shit-out-of-luck 
because only set waves break during this transition period. I knew if there were no set 
waves I'd have to paddle the distance to the inside sandbars. I remember looking at my 
right hand and seeing the white bone and flesh completely sagging and splayed open, and 
thinking ‘not good’. I'm all the time thinking ‘this is it, it is going to come after me for sure 
because I surrounded by open water and I'm bleeding’. I could feel my wetsuit filling up with 
warm fluid: blood. I couldn't believe the ocean went that flat. I didn’t get a wave until the 
very inside (a waist- to knee-high wave) and I washed ashore. I remember Jennifer 
screaming.” 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained injuries to his left flank, both knees and right thumb. 
 
FIRST AID: “I put my right hand around my left hand and applied pressure to the bleeding 
hand. I first tried to put my arms around the guys’ necks but I couldn't walk. Then Bobby put 
me over his shoulder, carried me to a 4 x 4., and put me inside. I could hear them talking to 
911 (the telephone number for emergency assistance). They drove the 4 x 4 off the beach 
and met up with the Coast Guard who gave me oxygen and started first aid.” As they 
neared the town of Eureka, they were met by an ambulance which transported Kang to the 
hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was admitted to St. Joseph Hospital in Eureka where his wounds 
X-rayed for bone damage and tooth fragments, and he entered surgery at 19h00. The 
attending physician was Dr. Joel Lubin. Kang reports the following: “1) 14 staples were put 
in my left side below my belt line, 'a relaxed C shape'. This was the deepest cut  
2) Both knees needed staples: 10 or so staples in my right knee, and 14 staples in my left 
where the patella tendon was also cut. 3) The cut on my right thumb extended about three 
inches from the finger nail towards the wrist and needed 11 stitches.” Kang is expected to 
make a full recovery. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The surfer’s injuries indicate that a white shark was involved. 
Although Kang never got a good look at the shark, a witness reported that he saw a three-
foot dorsal fin.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier, GSAF 
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