
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.10.21 
DATE: Thursday October 21, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Stockton 
Beach, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
NAME: John Gresham, 59, 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 59-year-old male 
from Newcastle. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, October 21, 2004 
ENVIRONMENT: Stockton Beach, 20 miles in 
length, has some of the biggest dunes in the 
country. The beach is a mecca for experienced 
surfers, surf fishermen and 4WD vehicles. The 
wreck of the Sygna, a Norwegian bulk carrier, that 
broke in half in a heavy gale 26 years ago, is 
visible off the beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 metres 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: John Gresham was surfing with his 
son and eight other people when the shark 
rammed his Malibu board. “There was a set of 
waves coming and I was just getting ready to turn 
and then this thing whacked my foot,” he said. “I 
moved my foot, just moved it in time. The power of 
this thing was unbelievable. It didn't get a full hit 
on me, it just sent my leg flying in the air. It came 
up under and hit my [surfboard] and lifted my [surfboard] up about four or five foot and it 
went back down and it turned and I could see all down the side of this shark. [The shark] 
dived and I thought, Where is it? My son was there and we caught the next wave in,” he 
said. 
 
INJURY: Lacerations to right foot. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Unknown 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was thought to involve a bronze whaler shark, 2.5 
metres [8'] in length. 
 
NOTE: Ian Gordon, Newcastle Council's aquatics coordinator, said the recent heavy rain 
had probably enticed the shark towards the beach. “Certainly you'd have the harbour being 
flushed by the rain, so good feeding conditions for sharks. We're just asking, again, surfers 
to take caution, particularly around dawn and dusk which are the feeding times for sharks 
and other fish.”  
 
SOURCES: The Border Mail, October 23, 2004; The Herald Sun, October 22, 2004; ABC 
News Online; Global Surf News 

©  Global shark Accident File, 2004. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced  in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.. 

John Gresham, and son Lucas, 24,  
at Stockton Beach. 
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