
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / free 
diving 
CASE: GSAF 2004.10.09.b 
DATE: Saturday October 9, 
2004 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place outside Kupeke Fish 
Pond off Pukoo on the south 
shore of Molokai, Hawaii, 
USA.  
21º04.359'N, 156º42.484'W 
 
NAME: Davy Sanada) 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 34-
year-old male, a Pearl Harbor 
pipefitter from Kaneohe.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, October 13, 2004 
SEA CONDITIONS: It was high tide, and the water 
was murky.  
ENVIRONMENT: Kupeke is a mostly intact fishpond 
just north of the equally large Pukoo fishpond that 
was converted into a harbor. The rock walls around 
the nearly 50-acre pond are still in good condition 
and the pond is traditionally noted for having the 
best quality mullet, according to Molokai residents. It 
is protected by a wide reef, but when the Pukoo fish 
pond was turned into a harbor, the channel opened 
the area to sharks.  
 

The diver was bitten as he was swimming on the 
surface, towing a bag of speared fish about 30 feet 
behind him State Shark Task Force member John 
Naughton said it is unusual for a shark to attack a 
swimmer midday in shallow water, but said the fish 
Sanada had caught probably attracted the shark. 
Residents near Kupeke Fishpond said yesterday 
that they have seen sharks offshore in the past, but 
not usually in shallow waters. "We see them off and 
on," said Helen von Tempsky, who has lived in the 
area for 34 years. "They don't come into shore. They 
stay out." 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 to 600 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Waist deep 
TIME: 12h14 
 
NARRATIVE: Sanada was vacationing with friends in the area, and earlier in the day had 
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Davy Sanada, his left arm in a sling, 
speaks at a press conference 
following his discharge from Queens 
Hospital.  
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been spearfishing with a partner but he was alone, swimming back to shore, when the 
incident took place. The shark "came out of nowhere'' and bit him, said Sanada. "Something 
had me, then I started flailing away at it,'' he said. 
 
Sanada said he stood up after the shark let go, and saw his blood spreading in the water 
around him. When he saw the shark coming back, he started hitting it with his speargun and 
the shark swam away. 
 
After the attack, Sanada said he pulled his wet suit over his shoulder to halt the bleeding 
and headed for shore. "I had lost a lot of blood. I was getting dizzy. It was an ordeal, but I 
was yelling for help, and nobody was responding.'' 
 
At about 12:17 p.m., resident Carol Beadle heard Sanada's calls for help from her 
beachfront home. "I looked out," she said, "and I saw this guy in a wet suit waving his arms, 
she said. Beadle alerted neighbors and called 911 before she jumped into a kayak to 
paddle out to the diver. Once she got to Sanada, he was able to slump over her craft and 
she helped him to the rock wall of nearby Kupeke Fishpond, about 400 yards from shore. 
The seas were too rough to get Sanada to the beach, so she went to shore alone to get 
help. A friend of Beadle, a former firefighter, took care of the diver until paramedics and 
firefighters arrived.  
 
INJURY: Maui County Assistant Fire Chief Frank Tom said the man was bitten in his back, 
shoulders, cheek, and jaw areas. "I saw his face was bit up," said Kevin Seitz, who was 
vacationing in the area with Sanada and others. "There were deep lacerations on his cheek, 
and there was a big chunk out of his shoulder. He was stable ... but was going into shock." 
 
FIRST AID: Firefighters arrived at about 12:30 p.m. and were able to devise a tourniquet to 
slow the diver's bleeding and stabilize him, officials said. Sanada's friends also went out to 
the fishpond wall to try to help the man. Air One rescue helicopter airlifted Sanada in a 
basket at about 12h45 to a nearby fire station, where he was picked up by Maui's air 
ambulance helicopter and taken to Maui Memorial Medical Center. Molokai Fire Captain 
Dartagnon Bicoy said the diver could not be carried to the beach because of the distance to 
shore and a fear that "he might bleed out more." Bicoy said Sanada was conscious and 
speaking on the flight to the hospital. 
 

Assistant Fire Chief Frank Tam said a fire/rescue crew from the Pukoo station attempted to 
assist the victim but was unable to move him safely from the wall about 100 yards from the 
shoreline. 
 

He was flown to the War Memorial Complex parking lot in Wailuku for transfer to the 
hospital by about 14h00 [2 p.m.] 
 
TREATMENT: At Maui Memorial Hospital, emergency surgery was performed by Dr. 
William Dixon and the diver was listed in serious condition. On October 11 he was 
transferred to Queen's Medical Center, where he underwent surgical repair of musculature 
of his left shoulder chest and back performed by Dr. Morris Mitsunaga, orthopedic surgeon 
"Most of the damage to Sanada’s shoulder was caused by the shaking action of the shark’s 
jaws. The way the shark got him was that the bottom teeth were in front and the top teeth 
were in the back, and it did a kind of sawing thing," said Mitsunaga. "It was trying to take his 
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whole arm out." Mitsunaga said that Sanada would require additional surgery to transfer 
muscles from his side to replace those that are missing or no longer function in his back, 
"It’s good that his hand and elbow work fine.” Sanada was discharged from Queen’s 
Medical Center on October 19. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a tiger shark about eight feet in length. 
 
COMMENT: This incident was the first off Molokai since 1992 when Pahu Tanaka’s right 
leg was bruised and abraded by a shark off Honomuni. This is the second incident in 
Hawaiian waters this year; on April 7, 2004, surfer Willis McInnis was killed by a shark in 
murky water off Kahana on Maui.  
 
SOURCES: Edwin Tanji, The Maui News 
Mary Vorsino; Albany Democrat Herald, October 12, 2004 edition 
KITV TheHawaiiChannel.com 
Will Hoover, The Honolulu Advertiser 
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