
ACTIVITY: Body boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2004.10.06 
DATE: Wednesday October 
6, 2004 
LOCATION: The attack took 
place in the Indian Ocean off 
P'tit Paris, a beach on the 
north side of Saint-Pierre, 
Reunion Island. 21°342'S, 
55°478'E 
 
NAME: Vincent Motais 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 15-
year old male from Narbonne, 
and France’s Junior Body 
Board Champion. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny 
day and there was a moderate 
southeasterly wind. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter 
SEA CONDITIONS: The waves were 1.2 to 1.5 metres 
in height. 
ENVIRONMENT: Only about19 miles of the 128 miles 
of Reunion’s coastline have sandy beaches. Most of the 
coastline is steep cliff dropping directly into the ocean in 
front of the incoming swells. The east coast picks up 
most of the swell but is usually onshore from the 
prevailing trade winds, the south coast gets swell but is 
mostly steep cliff. The west coast has the best reef 
breaks and an offshore prevailing wind, but it is the least 
consistent side. During summer (January), St.Pierre is 
Reunion’s main surf spot. With a few exceptions, most 
of the surf spots in Reunion break over coral in shallow 
water, particularly so on the west coast where the coral 
formations are well developed. 
TIME: 16h15 (Sunset) 
 
NARRATIVE: At 15h00, after a Jet' Surf Club meeting, Vincent Motais, 17-year-old Lucas 
Alders and Jacques-Olivier Puyjarinet decided to go surfing at “pti bets”. About 30 minutes 
later they were joined by Boris Frizel, a kneeboarder. Vincent and Lucas were training for 
the mens’ junior competition of Federation Francaise de Surf (FFR) at Royan scheduled to 
be held on October 23, 2004, while Jacques-Oliver was an experienced body boarder and 
winner of the open body-board competition of FFR. 
 
“At 16h15, I was taking a wave when I heard shouts and saw a commotion around Vincent 
and his board, which was being violently shaken, and heard Lucas shouting,” said Jacques-
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Olivier. The shark apparently pulled Vincent below the surface. “Then Boris shouted to me 
to come quickly. I caught a wave and so I reached them within moments. When I got there, I 
could see that Vincent’s femur was exposed. I seized Vincent and shouted to Lucas to get 
out of the water, while Boris and I tried to bring Vincent to shore as fast as possible. We 
caught a wave that brought us to within three metres of the beach.” 
 
Within days, Vincent was able to use crutches, but suffered from “phantom limb” pain. 
When his condition improved, he was transferred from the hospital to a rehabilitation facility. 
Club members set up a fund to purchase a prothesis for Vincent; cheques written to the 
order of Vincent Motais de Narbonne can be mailed to Jet' Surfing Club, 3-17, Small 
Boulevard Hubert Delisle (Beach), 97410 Pierre Saint, Reunion. 
 
INJURY: His leg was severely bitten by the shark, and considerable tissue was removed by 
the shark. It is unclear whether the shark severed his leg or savaged it, thus necessitating 
surgical amputation. 
 
FIRST AID: Nathalie and Elodie were about to go in the water when the rescuers neared 
the beach with the injured boy. Elodie and Lucas helped carry Vincent to the sand. “We 
placed a board under the remains of his right leg,” said Jacques-Olivier. “I applied direct 
pressure to the leg to control bleeding while Boris fashioned a tourniquet using the leash of 
his bodyboard. Elodie placed a towel under the nape of Vincent’s neck and Lucas removed 
sand from his mouth. I reassured Vincent, holding his hand telling him to remain calm, 
breathe deeply and look at me.” Meanwhile, surfers on the other side of the point were 
called out of the water.  
 
Then a portion of Vincent’s leg was seen floating in the water. Elodie tried to recover it but it 
was too far from shore and then it disappeared. Athough Vincent wanted to touch and look 
at his injury, he was prevented from doing so by his friends for fear it would cause him 
further distress. 
 
A man arrived on the scene that had witnessed the attack from the top of the cliff and 
reported that medical help was on the way. He also reported seeing two distinct dark 
shapes in the water during the attack, indicating more than one shark may have been 
involved. 
 
When Boris grew tired, Jacques-Oliver took over the tourniquet. “The Firemen arrived about 
10 minutes later, administered oxygen to Vincent and took over management of the 
tourniquet,” reported Jacques-Oliver. He remained with Vincent until medical personnel 
from SAMU (Service d’Aide Medicale Urgente) transported Vincent to the hospital in Saint 
Pierre. 
 
TREATMENT: Vincent arrived at the hospital in critical condition. Within days, he was able 
to use crutches, but suffered from “phantom limb” pain. When his condition improved, he 
was transferred from the hospital to a rehabilitation facility.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A witness, who was ten metres away from Motais during the attack, 
saw the shark’s fin, but was unable to identify the species of shark. Shark expert Dr Géry 
Vangrevelynghe believed the incident involved either a tiger shark or a bull shark. 
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