
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.10.02 
DATE: Saturday October 2, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Pismo Beach, San Luis 
Obispo County, California, USA. 
35.1°N, 120.6°W  
 
NAME: Ben Ikola 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 16-year-
old male from Orcutt, a student at Righetti 
High School. 
 
SURFBOARD: The surfboard was seven 
feet in length. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h56, San Luis Obispo 
Recorded clear skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 66.9°F [19.4°C], 
dew point  53.1°F [ 11.7°C], humidity 61%, sea level pressure 30.04 in [1017.2 hPa], and 
wind direction was NW at 17.3 mph [27.8 km/h ]. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, October 6, 2004 
TIME: 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE:  Ben Ikola’s surfboard began to shake. It wasn't the usual type of wavering 
that occurs when he hits seaweed, he said, but much stronger. “I thought my leash was 
tangled up in my fin,” said Ikola. “Then all of a sudden my board just flipped over and I felt 
something brush against my leg. I popped out of the water and I saw this fin.” Ikola says he 
stopped thinking, and instinctively rushed back to shore. State parks rangers immediately 
evacuated all swimmers from Pismo Beach to Oceano. 
 
INJURY: No Injury 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The surfboard was bitten by the shark. The Pismo Beach 
Police Department shipped photos of the teeth marks on the board to marine experts for 
inspection, said Sgt. Jerry Keesling. If necessary, the board itself will be sent to the experts. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: “Ben and another witness saw a dorsal fin that was about one and a 
half feet high and a tail fin about three feet in height,” says State park ranger Dale Kinney, 
“The color of the animal was grey, so we’re assuming it was a shark.” 
 

State park rangers say that swimmers will not be allowed to enter the water from Pismo 
Beach to Oceano. Warning signs were posted late Saturday evening. State park rangers 
plan to pass the information about the shark to experts in Northern California to try and 
determine the type and size of the shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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