
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2004.10.01 
DATE: Friday October 1, 2004 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Huntington Beach (Surf City),  
Orange County, California, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Chuck Wilson 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 
40-year-old male from Yorba 
Linda, is 5'11" tall and weighs 
194 pounds. He was wearing a 
Spring Suit, black with teal 
stripe side panel. Wilson is an 
avid surfer and has been 
surfing “since childhood”.  
SURFBOARD: Wilson was using a 9' Robert August board. The base color was off-white 
with a blue stripe approximately four inches wide down the middle. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a beautiful clear day, and the air temperature was approximately 75ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, October 6, 2004 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was extraordinarily clear; underwater visibility was about 20 
feet. The sea temperature was 70ºF (estimated), and the surf was two to three feet in 
height. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place over a sandy bottom. There was an abundance of 
bait fish in the water, and a school of bait fish leapt from the water within 20 yards of Wilson 
immediately prior to the incident. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Eight to ten feet 
TIME: Between 13h30 and 14h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Chuck Wilson had been in the water for about an hour when the incident took 
place. “I was surfing in front of lifeguard tower 16 in Huntington Beach with a friend of mine, 
Mike Burns,” said Wilson. “At the time Mike and I were the only ones in the water at that 
spot. We both took off on a wave, and on the paddle back out, an entire school of bait fish 
jumped clear out of the water in front of us. We both looked at each other and said 
something must have scared them, thinking Yellowtail or Sand Bass. We continued to surf 
in the area for a while when we decided it was time to go. I paddled out towards a wave and 
began to turn my [surfboard] to catch the wave when something hit the back of my board 
and spun me back at the wave. At first I thought Mike had kicked my board so he could 
catch the wave but he was already gone. I thought to myself, ‘What the Hell was that?’ I sat 
up on my board and looked into the crystal clear water and saw a large torpedo-shaped 
object slowly cruising under me. At that moment I knew it was a shark and I paddled like 
Gilligan towards the beach. Someone could have water-skied behind me. I yelled to Mike to 
let him know I was bumped and he hurried out of the water too. It scared the life out of me! I 
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DAMAGE TO SURFBOARD: Unknown 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Wilson described the shark as approximately six feet in length with a 
grayish brown dorsal surface, torpedo shaped and “girthy”. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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